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1. Brief Presentation of the Candidate.
Georgi Borisov Gerov was born on July 30, 1974, in Plovdiv, ulhere he currently

lives and works. He holds a Master's degree in Agricultural Ecclnomics from the
Agrioultural University - Plovdiv, and since 2021 has been a doctoral student at the
Department of Economics. He has over 20 years of international experience in
man4ging production, logistics, and commercial structures in the food industry, having
held executive positions inr the Czech Republic, Hungary, the Uni'ted Kingdom, the
Netherlands, and Poland. His expertise includes modernization of production
procqsses, digital planningl, business development, and strategic partnerships with

nd Metro. He is fluent in English, Russian,
ganizational and communication skills.
n a paft{ime s;tudy program following a
ulty of Economics (Protoc;ol No. 202 dated
2.2021. Based on discussions held during
rums, and personal conlrersations, I have
ition, deep understanding of international
bilities for critical analysis of international
e.

adaptation mechanisms that take into
ral characteristics of Bulgarian agriculture.
sustainability is achievable only through

1



integnated policies that align the economic, social, and enrvironmenrtal dimensions of
devellopment. In this context, agriculture is viewed not merely as a production sector,
but also as a bearer of social structure, regional identity, and t'erritoriail resilience.

3. Purpose, objecti'ves, Hypotheses, and Research Methrods.
The objective of ther dissertation is scientifically grournded and thremati,cally

relevilnt to the current challenges facing the agricuiturirl sector in Bulgaria. Th;
feS€?rrch addresses issues related to the adaptation proces$ of Bulgarrian agriiculture to
the European Union's green policies, with a particular focus on the need foi;a strategic
balance between national interests and environmental goals.'The proposed research hypotheses are linked to Lhe trajectory of profcrund
translbrmations triggered by the Green Deal and the reform of the dom'non
Agricrrltural Policy. The autlhor argues that a sustainable transition cannot ber achierved
throullh the mechanical application of external regulations, but rather requires
consirleration of the loroal context, proactive engagement, and instituiironal
preparedness.

'fhe methodological approach is interdisciplinary, comlbiniing both qualitative and
quantitative methods-frorn historical, retrospective, and compargtive arnalysisl to
regression models and index-based assessments. The empirical section proviides
compslling evidence of the impact of European policiers on agricultural output,
investment dynamics, and demographic trends, emphasizing the iole of small and
medium-sized farms and the need for a decentralizerl, innovative, ernd more
responsive approach.

zt. visualization and Presentation of the obtained Results.
Ithe dissertation spans 245 pages in 44 format antl iincludes 28 tables ancl 23

figurers. The citation style used throughout the text is APA, Despite the diversity and
volume of information, the text is easy to read, which reflects a well-organizerl struc;ture
and academic discipline-an essential quality developerJ by the dictoral candirlate
,during the course of study.

$. Discussion of the Results and Literature Used.
Chapter One.is theorertical. lt presents the main conceptual anrd nnethodological

lframeworks related to the adaptation of Bulgarian agriculturr: to the Eiuropean Uniiln's
tJreen policies. The chapter is structured into five main sections, covelring the historical
r:volution of in Elulgaria, leading theories of adaptation and sustainability,
l'he goals an ts of EU green poticies, the specificsi of natiorral interests, iand
the areas of synergy between local needs and European regulations.

T'he theoretical analysiis is built on a comparison heliween clersiical economic
I'heorir:s and modern approaches such as sustainable dr:velopment theory, a1;ro-
ecolog;y, and institutional economics. Special attention is given to strartegic documernts
like the "Farm to Fork" strategy and the Common Agricirltural Polic;y,-with a critical
examination of their limitations in the Bulgarian context-includin'g the une',,en
distribution of subsidies and deficits in administrative capacity. Th; analysis is
thorough and well-grounded, as the doctoral candidate compares iraclitional econornic
paradigms with contemporary interdisciplinary approaches. He traces the historical



foundations of current sitructural challenges-from feuclal legac,ies and socialist
colledivization to the post"socialist fragmentation of agricultural iand ownership. This
historical perspective is rskillfully woven into the m-ix gf modern regutatory and
envirrlnmental requ.irement,s, lending conceptual depth and netevance, to thl exposition.

This section demonstrates that the doctoral candidate possesses excellent skills
in synthesizing and interpreting complex academic conceptrs. The chapter successfully
fulfills its role of laying the groundwork for the empirical research by ,:l'early articulatini
the choice of research approach.

The methodological part of the dissertation, presented in Chapter Two, is rruell-
structured and demonstratres scientific precision. The metl"rods usect-trend anal'ysis,
correlation, and multiple regression analysis-are appropniate lfor the research
objectives and allow for the identification of sustainability deterrninants in the
agricultural sector. The author has chosen a quantitative res;earch design based on 42
indicators covering the perriod from 1990 to 2022, which provides 

-both 
long-term

perspective and analytical depth. Sixteen logically connected hypothesei are
formulated to test comple;r relationships between key factors such ls inrvestment,
employment, agro-climatic lbotprint, and demographic changes.-l-he indicators used in the study are systematizerC into five main groups:
aggregated indices, environmental, economic, demographic, and production-related.
This classification facilitatr:s the interpretation of iesults; and contributes to the
analytical clarity of the exposition. The application of moving average,s and time trends
further enhances the reliability of the analysis by allowing tfre trlcking of long-term
dynannics and avoiding short-term fluctuations.

Ithe doctoral candidate demonstrates a high level of methodological competence
by aoknowledging the limitations of the study and providing ar critical assessment of the
validity of the results. In summary, the methodological frinrework is constructed rrvith
scientiflc rigor and analytical depth. lt provides a solid foundation for the analytical part
of the research and supports the formulation of practical recqmmendations foi stratilgic
management of agricultural adaptation in Bulgaria.

l-he analytical-empirical chapter of the dissertation frrcuses on examining the
factors influencing the adaptation of Bulgarian agriculture within the context of the
European green policies. Thre main objective is to outline long-term trelnds in the sector
through dynamic analysis o1'key economic, social, and envirrjnnnental indicators for the
period after 1996, seeking an objective basis for the development of sustainarble
policies.

€iection 3-2 presents the results of a correlation analysis, which identifies
significant structural relationships between key variables. lrloteworthy are 1he strr:ng
positive correlation between energy consumption and green6ouse ga,i emissions, anl
the olear negative correlation between demographic decline and the intensity of
agricultural activities. These relationships are interpreted in the context of regicrnal
dispariities and the institutional environment, adding further depth and applicaUiiity to
the analysis.

S;ection 3.3 contains regression equations used to test the formulated
hypothreses. The author rlemonstrates strong competence in constructing and
interpreting multivariate nnodels, successfully identifying the determinants of



sustErinability in the agricultural sector. The models are statistically grounded and
clearlly linked to the theoretical framework, ensuring logical consistehcy bertweerr the
empirical results and the research thesis.

Section 3.4 analyzes structural dependencies and identifies potential policy
mechranisms for intervention. The author proposes scenario-based solutions thai take
into account the nonlinear nature of adaptation and its vulnerability to external and
internal factors. This approach is particularly valuabte as it goes beyond stanclard
administrative frameworks and offers guidance for the striategic management ol' the
trangition toward sustainablle agriculture.

The evaluation of the empirical chapter shows that the author possesses in-depth
knovyledge in the field of economic modeling and statisticial analysis. The presenied
resull,s are interpreted with scientific accuracy, and the conclusions are cleaily arglued
and relevant to the objectiv'es of the dissertation. This chapter represents a signifir;ant
contnibution to the academic debate on agricultural sector adaptation and deserves
high rcoognition for its research maturity.

tOhapter Four of the dlissertation is constructive and for;uses on scenarlo rnsllrlsis
and plolicy recommendations for adapting Bulgarian agricurlture to the environmerntal
goals of the European Union and Bulgaria. lt demonstrates originality and seleks
praclical applicability of the proposed solutions. lts main task is to formuljte integrarted
stratggies for balancing natiional economic interests with the requirements of the Grr:en
Deal. -fhe 

author argues for the need to redirect European funds toward naticrnal
prioritties through a differentiated approach to subsidies, tal<ing into account territr:rial
specllicities and the adaptive potential of various regions in the country. In this contr:xt,
an innovative model is proposed that includes decarbonization, large-sr;ale
digit4lization, precision agriculture, and regulatory measures aimedl at demograprhic
and gresisl stability in rural areas.

A notable contribution of the author is the development of nevr analytical torrlls,
such as the Cooperative Agro-Climatic lndex (CACI) and the Carbon-Efficient
Agricptltural Export Index (CEAEI). These metrics transform theoreticarl hypotheses into
meaqurable policy instrumr:nts that can be used for both monitoring and strategic
man4gement of sustainability in the sector.

llhe chapter is logically and consistently structured, covering liey area,s such as
fundi6g reallocation, territorial consolidation, digitalization, J*p,lrt-environmental
syne4gy, goal integration, sustainability mechanisms, and feedback between therory
and .practice. Each section is supported by arguments and empirical observationj,
which strengthens the validity of the proposed recommendatiions.

ll'he literature used irncludes 236 sources, both Bulgarian and internatiorrat.
Repopts from FAO and documents from European institutions are als,o cited.

II'he overall conclusion is that the doctoral candidate is fully prepared to conclluct
indeplendent scientific research.

fii. Gontributions of the Dissertation.
ll-he dissertation disting;uishes between two types of conrtributions;: scientific anrC

scienfific-applied. The doctoral candidate presents them as follows:



utional review, and functional mapping of management processes

.Second. Concepts from institutional theory-and stiategic management have

Scientific Gontributions
First. A comprehensive methodological framework, has been developecl for
ng sustainable de'velopment in the agricultural sector, based on 

'critical-

rsive 
. 
ana.lysis of a wide range of mabro indicators, strategic documents,

as energy or natural resource management, thus provirJing both academic novelty
perational applicability'.
Second. A critical analysis of the 2023-2027 Strategic Plan has been
cted, identifying inconsistencies between objectives, nteasures, and indicators.
Third. The need 1or reform of the direct payments system has been

iated. The author r:xplains the necessity of transitionIng from a "quantitative
" (based on area) to a "qualitative model" (based on results, commitment, and

contribution). The introduction of "green indicators" as part of the subsidy
n process would enhance not only the environmental effectiveness but also

I legitimacy of EU s;upport.

indices:
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Density
area of

includes
energy

with the contrib,utions presented by the doctoral candidate Georgi Gerov. I

out of modesty, he has omitted his contribution related to specific

bee integrated into a unjfir:d analytical scheme that enables syiternatic tiacking of the
ship between defined goals, selected indicators, and'applied instrumelnts for

ach ing sustainability.
Third. The analytical concept of "forced sustainabilityr" [2s been introduced and

SU ntiated in the contetxt of EU agricultural policy as a diagnostic tool for the
fo lization of processes. This concept has potential for application in other areas of

policy where the transfer of external requirements dominaites over intelrnalpubl
legi

Fourth. Normative and operational sustainability have been differentiated in the
t of Bulgarian institutional constraints.
Fifth. An original definition of sustainability in the agricultural sector has been

prol

stru
sixtn. A systematic, approach has been developed for sturrying

, with practical application in the evaluation of public policies.

of agricultural strategy through structural deconstruction
the logical

of program
nts.

Scientific-Applied Contributions
First. An applicable rrnethodology has been formulated for assessing the degree
lerence between different levels of governance-fl,orn national strategies to

such

ic sectoral measures--supported by examples and analyses from the Bulgarian
Itural context. This methodology can be adapted to other highlv regulated flelds

and

the

subs
mod
adar

e

agri
indi

the
Fourth. An index system has been developed, including three original
gro-climatic Footprint Index (AcFl), which combines emissionJ of
ts, energy intensity, and agroecologicar vulnerabiliity; the Livestock
which represents the ratio between the number of animals and the

land; and the Cooperative Agro-Climatic Index (CACI), which
t0rs such as methane (cHr) and nitrous oxide (Nro) emissions,
mption, and water footprint.

that,



the

als for improving ther institutional matrix.

7. Gritical Remarks and euestions.
I have no critical remaLrks. I would, however, like to por;;e the foltowing questions toqctoral candidate:
Suesfion 1: ln the context of the doctrinat contradict:ions already estabtished in

arising from the current gtobar technololTicat development ancl theytwuat Lcv,tilvturltL;dt ueveloplnent anq me
rbution_of energy res;ources (in the second half of iozsl, what'is the expercted

of Bulgarian agric:ulture over the next 3-S years?
Question 2: what epproaches are being apptied by other European L,ln6n

sfafes to addresrs fhe critical shortages of affo,rdable resources and raw
essenfia/ for agric' u ltu re?

Published Articles and Gitations.
doctoral candidater has presented five scientific pulclications: three are sirrgle-

, in four he is the first author, one is indexed in the Scopus and Web of Sciernce
ses, and two are indelxed in CABI (Web of Science). The total score of all articles

IS

and

the

cand

Law
the
grou

. 
points, which signilficantly exceeds the requirements set by the individual plan

internal university regulations of the Agricultural University - irlovdiv.
similarity check (potential plagiarism) of the diss,ertition draft revealed no

ns of the law (Protocol No. 30 dated 01.10.2025).
submitted abstract objectively reflects the structure and content of the

sed on the variousi research methods learned and applied by the doctoral
te, the properly conducted experiments, and the formulated geneializations and
ons, I consider that the presented dissertation meets the requirements of the
the Development ol'Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria (LDASRB) and
ulations of the Agricultural University for its implenrentation, which gives me
to evaluate it POSITIVELY.

ake the liberty to propose to the esteemed Academic Jury to also vote positively
award Georgi Borisov Gerov the educational and scientific degree "Doctor,, inand

the c specialty: Economics and Management (Agriculture).
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