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regarding a competitiori fsr the aeademic positian of "Associate Professor" in the

scientificspecialty"HorseBreedingandOtherEquinesciences"'announcetlin
the state Newspaper, Issue No. aI of May 5, 2fi26, with the candidate Chief

Assistant Professor Maya Georgieva Popova PhD frorn the Agricultural

University - Plovdiv, Faculfy of Agronomy, Department of Animal Science'

RevieweH Prof. Radaslav lvanov $lavov, DSco Faculty of Agriculturs at Trakia

university * stara zagort - retired, higher education fierd "Agricultural

sciences and veterinary Medrcinorrt professionat fierd 'rlivestoek breedingr" and

scientificspecialty,,BreedingrfFarmAnimnls,BiologlrandBiotechno|ogyof
Reproduction", appointed as I member of the scientific Jury by oHler No' RD-

16-81 112g,86.2fi26 sftho &ectar of the Agricuttural university'

I, General information regarding the candidatc's csre$r and thematic

develoPment

chief Assistant Professor Maya Georgieva Popova FhD was born on Navember 27'

1gg5, in the city of $humen. In 200g, she graduated with the specialty "Livestock

breeding,, from the Faculty of Agronomy at the Agricurtural university of Plovdiv,

obtaining a Bachelor,s degree and the professionar qualifieation of "Livestock

engineer".In 2010, she completed a Master's degree program in'*Equestrian Sport" at

the Faculty of Agriculture of Trakia university in stara l'agot&' obtaining a Master's

degree and a picfessional qualification in "lgquestrian Sport"' In 2013' after a

competition, she was appointed to the academic position of Assistant Professor in the

Department of Animal $cience at the Faculty of Agronomy' Agricultural University -
plovdiv. In March zgr7, she defended a dissertation titred "status, Dynamics and

Deveropmenf Trends of the Breeding and productive status of purebred Arabian and

Shagya Horses,,, for which she was awarded the educational and scientific degree

"phD,, in the scienlific specialty "Breeding of Farm Animals' Biology and

Biotechnology of Repr*duction". In 2A17, she was electe'd and appointed to the

acadernicpositionofchiefAssistantProfessor'FromMarchz0a6$March2008'she
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a$ended and completed a $aining for a professional qualification in Economics and

foreign trade with agricurtural production ax the center for Additionar Education of the

Agricultural Unive;ity * Plovdiv. Fronr ]'{ovember ?009 to March 2CI10' s}re worked

as a livestock engineer specializing in animal breeding at the Horse Breeding

Department of thJ "Kabiyuk" SmtJgnterprise in Shumen' Frorn March 2010 to

January 12An, she worked as a Junior sxpert in Horse Breeding control and

coordination at the ,,KKRp,, ceneral Directorate of the Exeeutive Agency for

selecrion and Reproduction in Animal Breeding (IAsRzH). $he has been a member

of the Management Board since March 2a14,and since M*y hS?2and up to the present

is a chairman of ths breeding argani'ation ,,East Furgarian Hsrse Associalion" in

shumen. From Novembet 2024 to November 2A25' she underwent training at the

cenrre far Additionar Education atthe Agricurtural university - Plovdiv, obtaining the

professionaiqualificationof''VosatianalTrainingTeacher"''

As an educator, researcher and experirnentef, chief Assistant Protessor Maya

popova PhD works diligently to acquire knowledge and skilts in teaching' research'

and expert activities, and to master new methodologies for teaching and conducting

scienti{ic experiments and researcho apprication of modern met}ods fr:r processing the

obtained results using specialized computer software' participation in research projects

and scientific forums, training of students, postgraduate trainees, and farmers'

supervision of summer student intemships, as well asthe publication of research papers

and the develoPment of curricutra'

2. General description of the submitted materials

The scientific production with which chief Assistant professor Maya Popova PhD

is participating in the competition (excluding the disssrtation for phD degree, the

publications regarding the dissertation, and the publications used to meet the

requirements for the acadernic position of chief Assistant prcfessor) consists af 22

scientific works which are subject to anarysis. of these, r0 are equivalent tr: the

habilitation monograph, and 12 have been published in scientific joY:ult refereed and

indexed in intemationally renowned scienrific databases. 7 {3r.81%) were published

in foreign pubrications, and t0 t45.45%) in Bulgarian peer-revielsed scientific journals

inEnglish.lT(77.27%)afthescientificworkswerspublishedinEnglish'and5
(22.72%)inBulgarian,?gfthepr*senledscientificpaper$havebeenpublishedin
journals with IF and sJR rankings ranging from Ql ro Q4' The overall IF is 1'805' and
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the overall SJR is 1.313. In 16 of the research papers {72'73Yo}' the candidate is the

sole or leading author; in 4 papers (18.1$%), she is the second author; arrd in 2 papers

{g.Qg%},sheisthethirdorsubsequentauthor.4prta*ons(offourarticles)inscientific
publications refereed and indexed in world'renowned scientific databases were

presented. All citations ars in jaumals with an sJR, with a total $JR of l '375'

chief Assistant professor Maya popova phD has presented 5 researsh papers and

posters at 3 intemational scientific conferences and I3 research papers and posters at

11 national conferences with international participation. The candidate has participated

in the development and inrplementation of six research projects: three funded by the

Agricultural university and thrce with external funding {fiom the scientific Research

Fund and the Ministry of Education and science). she is the leader of two of the

university prcjects and a tsam member on the other four' t3 curricula have also been

presented.

In addition to her designated area of specialization, chief Assistant Professor Maya

PopovaPhDpresented4co-authoredworks:abooktitled..TheDanubeHorseBreed:
Past, PresenL and Prospects"; two breeding programs*"Breeding Program for the

conservation and Breeding of the East Burgarian Horse Breed" and o*Breeding and

Conservation prograrn for the Karakachan Breed (i]CIza-affi0)"; and a reference gr'ride

titled.,Handboak on the Application of Reproductive Biotechnol0gies in Equines"'

Fulfilment sf the requirements for holding the academic position' in

accordance with the Regulations for ths Implementation of the Law on the

Development of the Academic $taff in the Republic "of Bulgaria at the

Agricultural UniversitY :

- Defence of a dissertation for the Educational and scientific Degree "PhD" - 50

points.

Under, indisalqf q,f,Pup I'S "

- 10 scientific publications were presented*equivalent to and serving as a substitute

for a habilitation work, peer-reviewed and indexed in in&mationally renowned

scientific databasEs, forming 18S points with a minimum requirement of I00 points'



Under indicatqr sroFn "P"

- 12 urticles and reports published in scientific joumals - indexed and refereed in

intemationa[y renowned scientific databasss - were presented, totalling 2Q7,5 points

with a minimum requirernent of 200 points'

Under grortp of indicators "8"

- 4 citations {of four scienti{ic articles) in scientific publications refereed and

indexed in world-renowned scientific databases were presented, forming 60 points

with a minimum requirement of 50 points'

Based on an analysis of the infaffnation presented by Chief Assistant Profbssor

Maya Popova PhD regarding her publication, project, and teaching activities' as well

as citations of her scientific works, I concrude that she exceeds the minirnum national

scienlometric r.equirements set by the Law on the Development of the Academic staff

in the Republic of Bulgaria (ZRASRB) and the requirsmenls of the Regulations for its

implementation at the Agricultural University {PPZRASRB), having achieved a total

of4gT.Spointswithaminimumrequirementof400poinfs,

3. Main ar€as of the candidate's researeh work Demonstrated skills or aptitude

for leading scientific research - project leadership, secured external ftrnding'

Based on an analysis of the scienli{ic output presented by chief Assistant Professor

Maya Popova phD, I will mark the following main areas of her research activity:

r Genetic structure, pedigree organ\z*ion and selection characteristics of horse

breeds.

I Study of the exterior, body indices, growth and development of horses af

Bulgarian breeds'

r Study of physiological, hematolagical and biochernical indicators in horses of

Bulgarian breeds.

r cenetic parameters, selection traits and population stntcture in horses'

I Reproductive characteristlcs and factors influencing reprodustion in horses'
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) studying the possibitities of using modem technologies for tracking and

monitoring of free-range horses'

The presented soientific production with which the candidate participates in the

competition covers a wide rangs of research in the above-mentioned scientific fields.

The relevance and depth of her scientific research are impressive. Modern research

methodologies, equipmenl, and methods for processing the obtained results have been

applied. The interpretations and eonclusions rnade denronstrate her skills in conducting

and rnanaging scientific research.l give a high overall assessment of the choice of the

mairtareas of research work of chief Assistanl Professor Maya Fopova PhD' as well

as her skills in leading and conducting scientific research, managing and implementing

scientific projects, including those with external funding.

4. Asgessment of the candidatc's pedagogieal training and activitiss' Her role in

the training of Young scicntists'

Fulfilling and exceeding the standards ftr academic employment at the Faculty of

Agronomy at the Agricultural lJniversity, chief Assistant Prafessor Maya Popova PhD

conducts tectures and practiear plasses with students in trre Bachelot's Degree Program

in the disciplines: "Biological Foundations of Horse Breeding", "Equestrian

TOchnolOgy,,, 
,,Equestfian Breeding", "EthOlOgy",, "Equestrian Tourism, Amateur and

Therapeutic Riding".In the Master's Degree Program, the candidate in the cornpetition

conducts rectures, serninars and practicar crasses in the disciplines: "Fundamentals of

Horse Breeding", ,'Breeding Programs in HorsE Breeding", "Management of Genetic

Resources in Horse Breeding" and "BiOtechnologies of Reproduction in Horse

Breeding".

Every ys&t,Dr. Popova leads summer intemships for students from the Agricultural

university. under her methodological and scientific guidance, 25 students have

successfuily de&nded their theses * rg in the Bachelor's and 6 in the Master's degree

programs.

All of the above mentionsd is indicative of the candidate's higlr level of teaching

qualifications, skills, professional expertise and commitment to the educational

proces$, as werl as the significant role and contribution she has to the training of young

scientific staff at the Agricurturar university. The feedback from students and lecturers

about her work is pasiiive. Based on all this, as well as on my personal impressions' I
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give a highly positive assessment of the teaching activities of chief Assistant Professor

Maya PoPova PhD.

5. Significance of the results obtained, prov€n by citntions, prrblications in

prestigious jaurnals, awards, membership in international and national scientific

bodies, etc,

The results of the candidate,s research have high theoreticai, scientific and practical

significance, I base this conclusion on her scientific publications in prestigious

scientific journals and the citation rats of her scienfific output, The latter is indicative

of her recognition in scientific circles in our country and abroad' I give a high overall

assessment of the significance of the res*lts obtained and the quality of the scientific

works of Chief Assistant Proftssor Maya Popova PhD'

6. Significance of contributions to gcienco and practica A motivated answer to

the question of the extent to which the eandidate has a clear$ outlined profile of

scientific research work

Based on her overall scientific output, ttre candidate inthe competition presented a

report on the contributions. original, methodological, scientific, as well as scientific-

applied contributions have been fcrmulated. I express my aglsement with the report

presented in this way. I would like to emphasize sorne af the results achieved in the

candidate,s scientific developments, which have special contributions in the field of

this comPetition:

r The genealogical structure, population status and selectio*&atures of the Danube

and East Burgarian horse breeds have been studied. The resultx are important for the

development of selection programs and for the preservation cf the genetic diversity of

the two breeds (C6, C2,C5)" Original seicntifie contribution'

r Research has been conducted to study the exterior, body indices, growth and

development of horses of the Karakachan and East Bulgarian breeds' as well as on the

inheritance of some sports qualities. The results obtained contribute to a better

understanding erf the morphologicai features, growth patterns and genetic parameters

of traits related to the sport$ productivity of horses' {C3, C4' Cl0' Cl)' Scientific and

applied contribution'
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. The influence of breed and age on hematologicar and biochemicar parameters in

malesofpurebredArabianandEastBulgarianbreedwasstudied.Itwasfoundthat
breed is a statisticany significant source of vsriation in lactate dehydrogenase (LDH)

activity. Age has a significant influence on the conlent of monocytes in the blood' and

the interaction beween breed and age gr'up affects calcium concentration and platelet

distribution width (PDW) (c7). originat scitntific contribution

r Monitoring of the development of the genealogical lines of Purebred English

stallions in rhe East Burgarian horse breed for rhe period 2000-?0ls (D4)' scientific

and apPlied contribution'

r The sources of specific variance and the genetic parameters of the type and

exteriortraits, movement qualities, the relationship between live weight and nrovement

qualities in z*y*ar*old horses of the East Bulgarian breed were studied' The results

obtained show that at an early age morphol0gical indicators can influence the

manifestation of movement qualities in horses {D1, D2, Dl2). Scientific contribution'

r studies have been conducted on the rcproductive performance of rnares of the East

Bulgarian and Haflinger breeds' The results obtained contribute to a better

understanding of the reproductive characteristics of the studied breeds and are

important for optimizing breeding and reproductive activities in horse braeding {D3'

D?, D5). Methodological contribution

. The marphological featureso behavioral reactions and ecological role of

autochthonous horse breeds were studied, as well as the possibilities for using modetn

technological tsols for monitoring free-range horses {D8' Dl1' D10' D6)'Original

scientific contributicn'

r Basic behaviOral reactions in year-round free-range horses sf the Karakachan

breed (D11) wers studied and ana$zed, original data were obtained on the basic

ethoragical reactians and behaviorar activity of Karakachan horses in free-range

conditions, and the influence of seassnal and climatic fbctors on their behavior was

established' Original scisntific contribution'

I believe that the candidate has a clearly defined profile in her research work' The

reasons for this conerusion are related to the above-mentioned areas of her research

activity, the volume and depth of the research, as well as the quality of the scientific
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works. The contributions that the candidate nrakes through her research and

publication activities have a high degree of signifieanoe fsr science and practice"

7. Critical nates and resommendations

I would like to make a recCIrnmendation to the candidate in the competition. I believe

that based on the teaching and researsh experience gained, the high level of expertise

and practical experience in the field of horse breeding, it would be appropriate for

Chief Assistant Prcfessor lVlaya Popova PhD to develop her own' cr co-aulhor' new

teaching aids - manuals and textboox* in t'he disciplines she teaches, which shs could

include in her future teaching work'

8. Personal impressions and opinion of the reviewer

I have excellent impressions s,f the overall teaching, research, publishing and expert

activities of chief Assistant Professor Maya Popova Php" she is a well-established

teacher, scier*ist, and expert in the field of horse breeding' The large number of

disciplines taught, panicipation in scientific fbrums in the eountry and abroad' the

numerous publications and citations in refereed and indexad spientific publications, the

printed books, two breeding programs and a reference booh the specializations and

qualification courses conducted in the country and abraad, the feedback from students.

teachers, colleagues from practice, as w*[ as personar observation$, are the basis for

the formation of these impressions of mine" In addition to all this, I cannot fail to note

the long-term work of Dr. Fopova in the East Bulgarian Horse Association' of which

she is currently the chairman. ln my opinion, she has aehieved a very high level of

combining teaching, research, expert and applied a*tivities'

CONCLUSION

Based on the nnaiytis of the candidate's pedagogical, scitntific and applied

scienti{ie activitieso I berieve that chief Assistant profes*or Maya Georgieva

Popova PhD meets the requirements of the Law on the Develapment of the

Academic staff of the Republic of sulgarian snd the Regulations in the

Agricultural U niversity for its implementation'

chief Assistanf Prafessor Maya Fopova PhD posses$es skills in teaching'

planning, coordinating and lmptemenfing researeh activities' excellent

communication, analyticnt skills, tearnworko decision-maki*g and responsibilify-
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taking skills, she is q well-establkhed lecturern authoritative scientistn

experimenter and propagandist of horse breeding science and practice' whose

scientific achievements and expertise fully-correspond to the requirements for

holding the *c*dem ic posititn of " Associate Professor"'

All this gives ms reason to svaluafe her overall activity POSITMLY' I would
- J lL^, +l*-

like to propose that the esteemed $*ier*tific Jury also vote positively' and that the
{ T.. :-, ^ --:*.,

Faculfy council of the Faculty of Agronomy at the Agricultural university -
r- - ^^^J^*l^

il;l *r* iirtef Asst. Prof. Maya Georgieva Popova PhD to the academic

position of "Associate ?rafe$$otr" ln the field of higher education "Agricultural

sciences and vetcrinary Medicine*n profcssionar flerd "Livestock Breeding" and

the scientific speeialfy "Horse Br*edirrg and other oquine sciences"

Date: 28.A8.2076

Plovdiv

Reviewer: ..... '.. ".
{Prof,


