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regarding the corfpetitisn for the acadernic position of "Asgociate Frofessor" in the scientific specialty of
Horse Breeding and Other Equine Sciences, announced in the State 6azette, lssue Nn. 41 of May i,
2:Q26,with candidate Maya fieorgieva popova

by Assoc' Prof. Dr. Boyko Atanassov Georgieq app*inted as ChairpersonlMember af the scientifir jury
pursuant to Order No, RD 16-81VJ*ne 29,2Q26, issued by the Rector sf the Agricultural University *
Plovdiv.

Maya Georgieva Popova; holds a Ma$ter's degree in Equestrian Spcirtsand a phCI in Farm Animal
Ereeding, Biology, and Reproductiv6 Biotechnology. Specializations; Horse. breeding; animal
reproduction; farm animal breeding, biology, and reproductive biotechnology. previously employed as a
Junior Expert in Horse Breeding Control and Coordination at the General Directorate for Cantrol and
Conrdination cf Breeding Activities {Horse Breeding} within the fxecutive Agency for Selection and
Reproduction in Animal l-lusbandry {IASRZ!{}, $ofia {$tate Adrrinistrationi. Chairperson of the fast
Eulgarian Hcrse Breeding Association, Shumen. Fluent in Englilh and Russian. Hnlds th* follcwing
a d d itio na I tr aining/ caurses a n d certificates I

A firasmus+ Training - Introdurtinn to donkey behavior, milk production and processing, Croatia,
2019;

ffi Agri-Train Short-term Training * centro de Formacidn Vallebarco, Spain, ?019;

fr f NTf R [xpert Workshop * Exarn formats at ufliverrity, Sulgaria, 203"8;

E Inclusive Learnlng and Teaching in Higher [ducation * lzmir Katip Selebi University {Erasmus+}, 30
hqurs,2A24;

E QA Sasics * September 20V4,Software Univeruity {SoftUni}, grade 6.S0;

He is currently the rnain assistant at AU Plovdiv.

Candidate Chief Assistant Frofss$or Maya Fnpova is participating in tfre competition fnr th* academic
position of "Associate Profsssor" with a total af ?5 works, categorized as follows:

n Scientific publications in the designated field eif specialiration * 25 items, comprising:

- Publications related to the doctoral dissertation * 3 items {exc}uded frnm review};

- Publications with an impact factor - 7 items;

- Publicatians in peer-reviewed and indexed scientific journals * 15 items;

Chief Assistant Professor Maya Pcpova's personal csntribution to th€ 22 works subject to review is

evidenced by the fact that 3 are single-authored, 13 list her as the first author, 4 list her as thr second

author, and the remaining ? lirt her as the third or:ubsequent author,



A total of 22 works ar* subjact to analysis for the purpose of this assessrne nt.

Chief Assistant Professor Dr. Maya Popova has authored a total of 13 curricula: 9 for *e Bachelor's
degree level and 4 for the Master's degree level"

Teaching experience: 13 years and 4 months. Over the lax five academic years, the candidate's total
teaching workload amounted ts 3,517.9 hours*an average of 703.6 hours per y*ar*includingan
average of 256 hours of lectures annually.

Hen teaching activity is complemented by the supervisinn af ?5 studentE who have successfully
defended their theses: 19 at the BachElor's lavel and 6 at tha Master's level.

Published teaching nlaterials. '

No textbooks or study guides have been submitted for the cCIffpetition.

Areas nf publication.The research activity of Chief ,{ssistant Frof€ssor gr. Maya Popova lles entirely
within the field of harse hreeding and fscuses cn four main areas: selection, genealogical sfucture, and
performance capacity; confcrmation and morph*l*gical characteristics; physiologieal, hematological,
biochernical, and reproductive parameters; and the behavior. canservation, and sustainahle us* CIf lscal
horse breeds.

Citation and indexing of research output.

Four eitations of four research papers published in journals indexsd in internstional databases (with Ql-
Q4 quartile rankings) are presented:

Vilhanov6, 2., F. Novotn'i, L Valoch,i, V. Hura, P. Horfidkovd & M. Karamanovd {?021}. eff*ct of seassnal

enviro,nmental changes on selected reproductive pararnsters in mares. Hulgarian Journal of Veterinary
Medieine, ?4, l{o 2, pp208-2l8., lSSltl: 2876-2615, Q4, SJR{2021} - 0,3.57

Oerisoud 8., i. Auelair-Ronzaud, E. Palrner, M. Rables and P. Chavatte-Palmer i?0211. Female age and
parity in hcrs*s: haw and why does it matt*r?. Reproduction, Fertility and Oevelopment 34{?} 52-t16
htrps:l/doi.orC/LA.rc7]-ln}23.267, Online lssh, 1448-5990, print l55N 1031-36L3, Q2,5JR{2021} - 0.47

Yordanov, 6.; M*handjyiski, l.; Palova, l!.; Atsonova, N.; Neov, B.; Radaslavov, €.; Hristov, ? " 12022]l.
6enetic Oiversity and Structure of the hlain Fanubian Horse Psternal Genealogical Lineages Based an

lVlicrosatellite 6enotyping" Veterinary $ciences 2022,917r,333., ISSN: 2306-7381, Q1, SJR(2022) - 0.524

Zohier, A,5", Baraka, T.A., Abdelgalil, A.l. et al, {2023}. Oxidative stress biomarkers status in seleCtsd

equine sports. Comp Clin Fathol 32,461*466., l55f{ 16i.8-565X, Q3, $JR{2023} - fi.224



Participation in research prcjects. Chief Asslstant Professor Dr. Maya Papova has participated in a tstal
of 4 research projects: 3 at the university level and 1 national project. She served as the principal
investigator tar 2 af the projects and as a tsam member far the other 2.

n Project 86-?1: Possibilities for studying horse behavior under fre*-range, unregulated
management conditions using modern monitoring technologies .2023*2A22; Principal Investigator"

tr Froject 07'24:Study of the relationships bctw€en conformation and performance in [ast
Bulgarian horsss in ths fontext of developing a linear assersmsnt scheme. ?0?4*?0?6. Scientific
Supervisor.

{ll Project 07-25: lmpact of agricultural waste cn certain bird species in agricultural landscapes
within repr*sentative habitats. 2025*30e6, Farticipant,

n Project "Reproductive Biotechnolagies in Livestock Breeding in Sulgaria" {&eprobiotech}. Work
Package 3: Reproductive biotechnologies in equids {mares and jennies}. 20X8*4021. Participant.

I have no remarks regarding the submitted materials. I recsrnmend that, in her friture aeademic work,
the candidate also direct her efforts toward developing a textbook nr a teaching aid in the fiald of horse
breeding and equine sciences.

Bas*d on the analysis of the candidate's pedagogical, research, and applied research activities, I cansider
that Chief Assistant Professor Maya Popova meets the requirements of the Law on the oevelopment of
the Academic Staff in the Republlc of Bulgaria iLDASRS), the Regulatlons for its implementation, and the
Agricultural University's own regulations regarding its applicaticn.

The candidate's publlshed resaarch, teaching actiyities, participation in and leadership of research
prrjects, as well as her practical work in the field of horse breeding, demsnstrats cnnsistent professional
and academic development.

All of this leads ms to give a POSITIV€ assesement of her oyerall work.

I therefore recommend that the este*m*d Scientific Jury also vote in favor, and that th€ Faculty Council
of the Faculty of Agrononny at the Agricultural University - Plovdiv elect Chief Assistant Professor Maya
Popova ts the po$ition of Associate Frofessor in the scisntific specialty of Horse Breeding and Other
Equine Sciences"

Date: 17.08.4O26

City of Plovdiv
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