
OPII{ION
by Assoc' Prof. Yordanka llieva, PhD, department "Animal Sciences" at Agricultiiral lnstitute -

Shumen, field of higher education 6. Agricultural Sciences and veteriiary rur.al*in*j;
pro{essional field 6'3 "Animal science", Scientific specialty ''Cattle ancl buffalo breeding,,

Subject: competition for the acaclemic position Associate professor in the Field of Higher
Education 6' Agricultural Scieaces and veterinary Medicine, prof'essional Field, d.3l Anjmal

. 
Science, Scientil'ic Specialty "Caftle and Buffalo Breecling," announced in the Stur. 6urutt*.
lssue No. 4 | of 5 May 2026.

Basis for fhe Preparafion of this opinion: order No, RD l6-g13129.06.2026of the Rector of
the Aglicultural Urriversity - Plovdiv, appointing rhe undersigned as a mernber of the Scientific
Jury.

1. Candidate for the Competition

l'tt:' 
ott':lt": Professor Svetoslav Karanrfilov. phD, Deparrmenr of Anirnal sciences.

Agricultural University -. plovdii,.

ct'ieressistun, pror..r"r'o;.iu.*rt* Karamfilov was Lrorn on 3l May 19g6. He graduated

llom 
the "Hrisro Botev" professionar High schoor of Engineer,"* ;"; t .nr."*,.r,";;;;

(2000-2004)' Benryeen 2004 a'd 2009, he obtainecl a Bachelor's degree frorn the agricultural
university - Flovdiv. eartring the professional qualification of ,,Zoo Engineer,.in rr.,*'srirnrin.
specialrl'"Animar Science". nuring rhe period 2009-2"0,.0, n. ilr-; ;;;;";;--';
the Agricultural university - Plovdiv in the specialty "Animal Reproduction and Breedin'e,,. rn

ll1t,n: 
was awarded the educational and scientific;-*r.;";.;.;;ir-" ffiff,J,

l:'l-lt'",- 
,,"Y:' in Professionar Fierd ''04.02.0r - Breeding or ru.* Animars, -,;;;; ;;

Biotechnology of Reprociuction". He successf,ully defended his doctoral dissertarion entitled
"Development of a serection rndex for trre Monrbdriuroe ;"; ;;;';;;"

:::::':'"::ir:*t: 
anl"teachins career began on i3 March zan and*r,,"*, * *_

::::::"i:.11' ::::"r.'. ::i,:Assisranr 
professor and recrurer in rhe o*p*,*t rrf Animar

:t"n:"t 
at the Agricultural University - Plovdiv. Karanrfilov's professional career began as a

::r":til.:*0.:,-u, 
the Association for Breeding Beef cattre BreecJs, rvhere he ivorked from r

March 20ll to 30August 2014. From I september 2014 to I March 2017" he held the position of



Senior Expert in Cattle and Buffalo Breeding at the

Reprocluction in Animal Breeding. Between I October

worked as a Breeding Expert for the National Beef Cattle

Executive Agency for Selection and

2017 and 3l Decenrber 2025, he ajso

Breeders Association in Bulgaria.

2. Description of the scientific work of the cantridat* r 
, , '

In the competition for the academic position Associate professor, Chief Assistant professor
svetoslav Karamfilov, PhD, presents a toml of 27 scientific publications gr.ouped in the

. following order:

: ;;;;;;;;"", related to the acquisition of the Educationar and scientific Degree,.Docror
(PhD)" - 3 (three) pubrications which are nor subject to evarualion.
24 (Twenty-four) publicarions are subject to evaluation

r Publications with an lrnpact Factor' - 9 publicariorrs, representing 37.s% of the
publications submitted by the candidate for the presenr. cornpetition, with a total web of
Science Journal Impact Factor (JlF) of 5.3. 

rv'qr rrvv vr

r Publications in peer-reviewed scientific journars - l5 (fifleen):

' \lbrks outside the scientific specialty - one selection programme and four breeding
pfogrammes.

o The personal contribution of chief Assistant Professor svetoslav Kararnfitov. phD,io the
above-mentioned 24 scholarly rvorks is demonstrated by the fact that he tr rn- ,"t- *rn",
of 7 scientific publications. first aurhor in l5 publications, second urrho, ;; ;
pulrlications, and third orsubsequent author in the remaining 2 publications

rHelrascornpIetedsevenErasmus+mobilitypiograrnmesfortrairringpurpOses..

A total of 24 (twenty-four) scientific pubtications ur, *u1*"t ,o *nuLuurion-; ;;;;;"r-arion of
this opinion

3. Teaching Activities

chief Assistant Professor svetoslav Kararnfilov, phD has a total of 9 years, 2 rnonrhs. and lg

l:tr "rt:*hing experience at rhe Agricultural University _ plovdiv
'fhe candidate's teaching workload lor the period frorn the 2a2l/2022t0 the 2025/2026 acadenric
year, covering both Bacheror's and Master's cregree programmes, in.ruo., ; ;.; ;;;;



'*t
""*.h\ss#' a:l: :{w4&t t!!i"+..+ :.,!!ii:i:!iV :"' .

teaching (lectures and practical classes), as well as non-contact teaching activities, amriunftg to

a total of 3,036.15 hours. His annual teaching workload ranged from 507.5 to 829.9 hours.

The candidate's teachi ng activities compri se :

r Lectures: l,I34hours;

lPractical classes (laboratory/tutorial sessions): 1 .26 1 . 5 hours.

Hc has cornpletcd one Erasmu5+ mobility for teaching purposes.- "'--r - -

Chief Assistant Professor Svetoslav Karamfilov is the author of six course s1'llabi.

{. Research Activities

In the competition for the academic position of Associate Professor, Chief Assistant Professor

Svetoslav Karam-filov has submittecl the follorving scientific publications : 
,

Habilitation thesis - The candidate has submitted 10 scientific articles published in peer-

reviewed joumals indexed in internationally recognized scientific clatabases, These publications

have been awaded a totai of 374 points, thereby fulfilling tlte minimum national requitements

for Group B.

Gr.oup G - The candidate has submitted 14 scientific articles, rvith a total score o123!,5.points,

ThisscoremeetstheminimumnationalrequirenrentsforGroupG,

AI1 publications submitted for the competition have been publishecl in peer+eviewed scientific

journals indexed in the internationally recognizecl scientiflc databases Scopus and Web of

S.i.n"..

The candidalie's research output is primarily focused on beef cattle production, reuroduciion, and

th: eftr:ielt managemen,.ot.ul'r *r: The studies conducted are of both scientific and applied

il :",ffi ilffi ;.: J J:T :1 TJ;T# : l': ;::1. 
": ;::H ni:il"J; iff : :1

B8), including detailed body measurements of animals'from the specialized beef breeds

,Aberdeen Angus, Limousin, and Hereforcl. The 'growth pertbrmance of male and female

Aberdeen Angus calves durirrg the suckling, growing, and,fattening periods rvas alsc evalubted

(85*86).

A substantial proportion of the candidate's research has been devoted to rhe applicatlon of

modern reproductive technologies in beef cattle breecling {G12. C13, Cl8). The studies have

yielded valualile results concerning the practical implementation of oestrlrs synchronization



pfotocols and fixed-time artificial inseminarion (FTAI). The influence of the sire on the maln
reproductive traits of Aberdeen Angus (cr4) and Limousin (c24)cows has r-;;;"-;;-;;.
The principal reproductive parameters of the dual-purpose Montbeliarcle breed *.r" d.t.rJin*d
(cl5)' and data on the milk production performance of Montbdliarde oows raised i' Bulgaria
were also obtained (cl7). The ease of calving in Aberdeen Angus and Limousin ,o*r"*u,
evaluated (cll)' The nraternal behaviour of Limousin corvs under pasture-based management
was investigated (c2l). studies were also conducted'on the temperarnenI ol-beef catrle during

' handling in a cattle crush (82' 83) and on the temperamerrt of dair5 caule during milking (c22i
The candiclate's research encompasses irnpoftant aspecrs .r.;;;;;;;;;ffi;r:;"J;
cattle production, including productivity, reproduction, behaviouq animal welfare, and the
aclaptability of cattle raised under Burgarian production conditions.

Cifations and Indexing of the Scientific publications

For the purposes of this'eompetition, the candidate has submitrcd six citations ortnree seientific
publications putrlislied in peer'reviewed joumals indexed in intemationaliy recognized'sc6ntific
d.atabases' These citations correspond to 90 points under the indicators'for *" *u,u"*on of
research activity,

Participation in Research projects

chierAssis,r", o;";;;;;;;;;;;Karamfirov, phD has parricipared in rour Natiorrar Research
Programmes, serving as principal investigator in two of them. He has atso parricipated in two
research proj-ects, acting as principal investigator for one of these projects. 

r r

5, Renlarks and Recommendations

I have no remarks regarding the candidate's research and applied scientific activitjes,

6. Conclusion

;;-'"nxyri* and evaluation of the candidatels teaching, research, una uppti.n iri"o;,
activities, I conclude that chief Assistant Professor Svetoslav Karamfilov, phD satisfies the
requ.irements of the Academic staff Develcpment Act of the Republic of Buigaria, its
Implementing Regulations, and the Rules and Regulaiions of the Agriculturul uniuersjtv -
Plovdiv' including the relevant annex, for appointmenr to the acadernic position of Rsro.irt.
Professor' Tlre materials submitted for the competition make a very positive impression ou* *
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