
I
t ,qtTlA#l:i{ Yh!*{lrtP!'.+l[lT:1 !

REYMIYER'S POSITION

Regarding a competition for an 'rAssociate Professor" in the scientific specialty oI Econontics
and Management (Agricultaref, announced in SJ }ib 7 from 23.0t,?X24rvith a canrlitlate Chief

lssislslrl P rafe s s or P h D M uriy un u Iv an ova s h i sh k ov a

From Assaciate Professor PhD Mariya llfurinova Penevu, Department of "Economicrc of Natural
Resources'r, f-INf\\{E, Sofla, area of higher education: 3. Social, economic, antl legat sciences,

3.8. Economics, Specialfy: Economics antl Management (Agriculfural Economics anLd policy), a
nrcmber of the scientific jury in accorelance n'ith Order No. RD - 16 - 404 / 20.03 ,ZtZ4 to the

Rector of the Agriculturtl Univer.sity. - plovdiv

1. General data on the candidaters career and thematic development
Chief assistant pt'ofessor PIiD Mariyaua Shishkova is a plachmte of Agricgltut.al University -

Plovdiv, u'here: she gaduated the specialties of "Apx-ariculhrral Ecotomics" (BSc) anri "Fi'a'cial
Management" (MSc); successfuliy defended a dissertation thesis o1 the topic: "The rgle of social
capital for sustainable cievelopntent of rural areas"; ancl acqriiled the eclucatiopal ald researclr
dep;ree of "Doctor" (PlrD) in tlie scientific,r'professional fielc1 3.8. Economy. She is fluent i1 Englisit
ailcl holds the degee of professioual qualification software specialist by professiop "programme1.,,.
Since 2010 rurtil 2017, she wolks in tlie non-govenxneutal sector as a consultant a:rd financial
ilanagel, ancl after 2017 sire becaure an assistant professor. Crurently she is a chiief assistalt
professor at the Depatttnent of Ecouoniics at tlie Apicultiual Uuiversity - Plovdir,. Tiie gverall
docrtments, plesented for tlus cottpetition, sho\r, ar exfteurely seriogs attitucie of tlie cancliclate
toward the teaching activities and her individual u'ork rvith shrdents, as rveil as her continuous
efforts to upclate and adapt the tauglrt liatetial to crurent shrdies in the field of aplir:ulfural economy
aild policy and to respond to the requireruents of plactice and business for sustainable clevelopment
and Eruopean integration. On the othet hand, the evidences for chief assistant professor Shislkova's
participation in researcli projects and pro€+'ams, priblished scieltific rvorks ancl citatioqs, al'e

indicative of lier qualities for conducting successful research, cousistency ancl confomnify gf her
scierltific iuterests in the yeals befole and after the defense of her doctoral dissertatiol, ar,icl ability to
work in a teaur. She is an active nember of the academic conlnuuity at the ruriversity since she is a
urember of the General Assembly and the Acadernic Council of tlie university, the General Assenrbly
and the Faculty Council of the Faculty of Economics at the Agricultrual University - Plovcliv.

2. General descripfion of the presented materials
hi the competition for the acadenilc position I'Associate Professor" cliief assistant professor

P1D Mariyana Shislrkova participates rvith a total nrunber of 28 outputs (tluee of which are
prrbiications reiated to her doctoral dissertation and after taking into account the nrles of Apicultrual
Uriiversity - Plovdiv her overail perforuiing assessment is 373.7 5 poirils), ggouped by fblloiving:

* Scientific pttblicatiotrs ott the nonrcnclature special4' - 28 publtcutiotts, of which:
- Publtcatiorts related to the. doctoral dissettation - J, whtch are fiot subiect to

consideration,'

- hblicntiorts 'r,vith nn inrya.ct factor - 4;

- Publicatiorts irt peer-revierued and refereed ,scientiJic jomnals - I5;
- Publtcatians in canference proceedirrgs - -5;
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* Monogt,aphy - I;
To ptepare the opirtiort, 25 pttblicstians ure sabi,ect to anulysis. The personal participation of

cliief assistant professol Shishkova, in the scientific q,olks mentionecl aucl considered for the culrent
contpetitioti is illushated by the fact tliat in four of theni, she is a single anthor, in ole - she is a first
atttltot', iil eight - slte is a secroild atithor, anci iu the rest she is a third ancl subsequent aufhor.

3. N{ain directions in the cantlitlate's research ryork. Demonstrated skills or ;nptitutle for
Ieading scientific resenrch (project managemento attracted exiternal ftrntling, etc.).

Chief assistant profesrsor PlrD Mariyana Shishkova, clernonsh'ates lcror.l,ledge alrl skills in a
lange of scieDtific interests., which ate con'ectly pl oupecl into three main theuratic areas, na*rely:
social capital aud sustaitiable developruent; bioeconoruy. auci the il4ract of the CAp o' B*lgar.ia'
agricultrire^ The candidafe's ptrblications also include sigrificaut lesealcli results ip lhe field of
sustainabie developtneilt of rural areas in Bulgaria, inclucling tlie lelatiolship alcl inflrrcnce of the
clevelopurent af tlie apliculhual sector" its efficiency and competitiveness, as well as shrctrual
cltanges in it anci the place atd the role of far:ns of clitlere.nrl sizes. Chief assistarrt professor
Shishkova has aiso presented successful sftrdies to iclentify the key challenges local comglnities
face, cottsidering the possitrilities for ovelcorning them flnongh the cleyelopureut of local actiorr
gl'oups in Bulgaria, supporterC by an analysis of the regio:nal ecanouric and social trencis.

Tlie ca[didate also presents evidence of active parrticipatiou in various scieltific (a1d 1ot olly)
projects and supervisiou of situdents and teams of shrdents, distiliprgishing herself with herskills for
effective coordi[ation, plamdng, anrl orgauization, effective coruntruricatiol and the ability to offer
effective solutiotts atld wottrl sttccessfrtlly iu a tearn. I believe her experience pltil norv is a goocl
prerequisite in the flitue, cliief assistant professor Sliishhova to lea,C ald ensgre flurdilg for scientific
attd strident projects at the uuiversity. The canrlidate's participatlLon it scientific and other projects
iirclttdes 4 projects tlmt ate related to the topics of her scientific interests ancl tire disr:ipliles she
teaches. Tlie state buclget attd inteurational pl'o$arns ate rnain 1i:nding sources for the mentioneci
projects.

4. Evaluation of the pedagogical preparation and actil'ig' of the cantlitlate. IIis role for
the training of young scienl;ific pelsonnel.

From the refetences pt'or,ided by the Apliculnrral lJniversity - Plovcliv, it is clear tlLat the chief
assistant pt'o1-essor PiiD Mariyaua Sliislikova for tlie period 2018-2023, have had the amount of
4225.8 hours spent in tlie clarssroorn rvith lecflues, seminius and aclclitional tlaining engagements. Her
teaching activities include also the supervision of stu,Cents' pro.jects, supelision anil review of
diplonia theses and participation in conducting semestel' exans. Iu tliis way, for her participation in
tliis corupetition. the candidate shoins one of hermost ir.nportantloles, u'hich, in adclition tobeing a
good scieutist and Lesearcher'. is also to be au effective teacher aud supervisor'. Hence, I furd the
following main capacities and competences that slie developed <iluing that period: expertise and
knowledge in her scientific fielcl - agxicuitrual econouty and policy, rvhicir she s'uccessfully
courbines r.vith teachilg skilirs, plalning teaching activities and stu'deuts' assessment. In arlditioq she

iras provideci support and guiclnnce for the developrnent of shills ald cat'eers of her stndents,

supervised graduates (12 successfirlly det-ended theses, irrcluding fi'om intemational studtnts) and as

a teatn leacler of Haberlea irr the BISC-E 2023 competition. The candidate also demonstlates high
standaids of professiotial ethics aud may be an example o,f good scir:ntific practices.

It sirould be tnentionerl, that part of her professioual arranqernents include development of
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lecftues/exercises aud cornses u'lticli she clelivers in the bache]or''s; ancl uraster,s degtee classes at tlie
runversity' These ate Lelevatlt to tlie folloiving cliscipljnes: Agg'ic;ultural Econorlics (allso taugfit i'
Etigiish), Agriculhrral Policy, Bttsiuess Ecouomics, Cornruon Agr.icrilhrral policy, Labor Eco'ourics,
Sustainable Developmeut and Circular Ecoriorny, Eur,opeau Ec,onamic Integratiou (also ta*ght i'
English), Econotnics of Cooperatives, Economics of fuiimal Huslbandrv. etc.

5. Significance of the obtained results, ppov€n by citations, pu5lications in prestigious
journals, alvartls' memberrship in international and national s,cjientific organs, etc.;

The sigrificallce of tl:re scientific t'esrilts obtainedl by cliief assistant professor phD Mariyana
Sliishkova is visible and it is rneasuled by her recoguitiou frorn the scientific corr:1iupity, ilcludilg:

'/ Her research, published in scientific papers and reports, has been citecl 12 times (this
munbet of citations concetns 7 of the candidate's publit;ations) i.n the publications spec:ified by her,
the maiu part of rn'hicir is in prestigiotrs scientific papels (all of which are i1 foreigl jou.,als), g,lich
is evidence of theil irnportauce;

'/ The liigli urimber of points tliat tlie cancliclate .forurecl from the citatiols of her publicatio's
(170 points) sltou,'s tliat her u'ort is substantiai and has its place ancl iut'luence iu the fielct of
agriculftuai economy and policy anri specitically putrlications on social capital alcl sustainable
developnient of rural areas and the bioeconoury. Tlis is a good plerequisite for the rvork of the cliief
assistant ptofessot' Shishkova to contiriue to assert lierself as iurportaut ancl recognized by tire
scientific comnnuity;

{ The candirlate's publications liave been accepted ancl publishecl in prestigiar:s scientific
joumals (irtch:ding in peer- levieu,ed joumals rvitli an inLrpact faclor), u'hich is a proof oi 5er flilitful
scientific activity, and confirtns tlieir importance and helps to establisit her as a larcwl sc:ieutist;

{ For his \4'ork, chief assistant professor Sliishkc,va has al:so receivecl a munber of certificates
for participation iu scienti:f,rc forruts and seminal's, \4'hich is a recogrution of her rvort, the
itripottance of the results and her ptotessional advancenient. IIer participatign in iltenatiolal
scieritific forurns highlights these acliieventeilts and hel active place i1 the iqteruatiolal scieutific
couunrurity.

6, Significance of contributions for science aind practice. A motivatetl answer to the
question to rvhat extent the candiclate has a clearly defined prolile of research rvork;

Chief assistant ptofessor PhD Nlariyana Sliishkova is a canclidate fol associate professor who
has a clearly defined profile of her research work il.ith a focus on specific thernatic areas of research,
v'hicli are ah'eady merttione<l, and possesses the ability needed to cany out scieutific research. Her
scientific tesults are distinguished by a high degee of originality aud irnportance, and the presented
conh'ibritiorn relate tiot otily to the academic comrnruity', trut alsc' have their application in plactice.
ht niy point of view, the defined by lier and ploveu contr"ibutions to tlie science, i::rclude new
understanding and cornplernenting existirig conceptslurodels that enich our understanding of tlie
tluee tliernatic areas: social capitai and snstainable cleveloprr:ent, bioeconomy; ancl impact of the
CAP on Brilgariau agricultrure. They ail are based ou tlie origiual research and relinte to their
application ancl real effect inplactice for tlie sector, econ,oily and society as a rnliole.

I. ORIGINALCO}{TRIBUIT]IONS
The originality of tlie contribrttiots of chief assistant profesrsor Siiislrkova fiom her researcii in

the tluee meutioned therttatir: areas are coniplex and, iu ury opinion, hat's the potential to generate
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loDg-temi effects tluoup{r: 1) the cleveloped (more often adaptation of already existir4r) a'd tested
urethodsl'models for expiaining the phenoureua and processes in the bioeconomy a'd lbr assessi'g
social capital aiid sr*tainable clevelopurent in Bulgiarian nual areas; 2) t5e revealing of tlie
relatioilships and dependencies betw'een factors and valiables in the bioeconomy ald the evaluation
of the inipact of the CAp on Bulgariait agdculftue; 3) collectiorLr, presentation ancl analysis of uew
data for tiie strdy of plotrlenis in all three mentioned clirections; and 4) clevelopmelt of proposals ancl
specific recotnruetrclatiotls for policies and tools, opporfunities to soive tlie icleutifiecl prollle'rs.

il. METHODOLOGICA]L CONTRIBTITIONS
In the rvolk of every scientist, an impottant role is given l.o the rnethodological coltr.ibutions

that suppoit a deeper understancling of the phenoruena and plocesses i1 the respective fielci.
Therefore' fi'oni tltose corrh'ibutions preserltecl by chief assistant professor S5islk.ova, I ca'
distingui sh the following si gnifi caut uretlioclolo gi cal ones :

'/ the urodels fol the assessment of: 1) the iufluence of l,arious facts on the results of the
local action Sloups; 2) the factors influencing tlie faruers' exit decisions fi.our flre tmditional for
Bulgaria production of R. Darnasceila: 3) the competitiveness of ag1iculhrral sector;

'/ the lnethodology for deteuniniug: l) the tlieoretical, techlological a1d bio-economic
potential of Bulgaria for the ptoduction of biomass fiom pliurary arable agd tecllrical cslhrres; 2)
courbirted application of trxro GIS softu,ares for analysis aud clescriptiou of the therrrctical alcl
technical poteDtial of rvheat, corl and srniflower for production of biomass; 3) the pressur.es of
agricultural prodttcers on the direct payrnents rurder CA-F alcl its effects.

III. SCIENTIFIC CONTRIBUI.IONS
The results of the u'ork of the chief assista:nt professor Shishkova suggesrt scieltific

contributions rviflr an etnphasis on flie irinovation in appliecl approaches" mocleis a1d proposals. I
ref-u to follorving of them:

'/ tiie methodology for the assessrnent of social capital, appliect to olganizations
irnpleurentitig instturnents for achieving su.stainable developnent at the local level and the identifiecl
nehvotts based ori tiie forrnal auci./or not fbnnal corurections betwei:n fte investigated sub"jects;

'/ the presented and systeniatized main concepts,, dimeusirrns and sectors of the bioeconoury;
'/ tlie identification of the place ancl rnle of the ''LIDER/CLLD" appro;acli to tire

irnplementation of bioec onouric iuitiatives ;

'/ the assessmerrt r:f the impottance and inf,luence of the direct pa]rnents and their
clistribution to the cleveioprnent of ag"icriitule.

I\I. APPLMD CONTRIBUTTONS
From the society's poittt of vierv, the opportunities and rvays in r.vhich scientific resear-ch has

its practical inplications anctr cont'ibutes to its averail development are also essential. hi the field of
the three already ideutified thematic directions, chief assristant professor Shishkova has ar nuurbel of
applied coutributions, of whi,ch I r',.ouid like to highlight:

'/ the analysis of the level of stnrctrua] social capital, which ailows to cleterrnine the potential
of social fanning auci tlie challenges betble it to achieve sustainable development of rur'al areas in
Bulgaria, as well as the outiirred model for support of social capital and entleprenenrship in thern;

r' flie identified key lactots for the expansion of lhe fllnded initiatives rnrler the slrategies for'
co[unuiity-led local developurent attd tlie difficulties i:n the overail irnplementation of'the CLLD
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approach in Bulgalia;
,/ the identified good prractices

action Soups in the impleuientation
heritage of comrmurities;

and suggestions for improvernent of the cooperation of local
of projects concerning rre cult*ral, liistorical a*cl 

'ahual
{ tire establishrnent of the tireoretical poterfial of the lefl-ovels of niain grains a*cl tecl'rical

crops fol tlie production of bioniass, ancl an anatrysis of their tenitorial dishibutio' i' Bulgaria;
'/ flre challenges identi$ed attcl the factors that influenrle the clecision+uakr'g, process by

producers rvhether to leave rose pil procluction or to leruain il tire sector.;
'/ the founuiated recon:ruendatiotis for overcouring the ploblerns of fanners in the tirne aftel

2020 tluough the leus of socio-epouomic cliallenges u'hich the reltious ard appicuihual sector face;
'/ tlie irnportant prospects for the place aucl role of srnall ancl fanily falns for s'stainable:

developmeDt of nnal at'eas, related to tlie opportrurities for )'oung famiei.s rn the coturtry alc1
geueratiorx' chzutge.

7 " Critical notes and resommendations
hr her scientitic publications chief assistant professol PtrD Mariyala Sliishkova clerlo'sh-ates

etuditioti, the abilitl' to alaiyze ptoblenis ancl fomrulate her ou,n viervs attcl solutioils otl them.
Thetefore, I would like to nake sorle recolmrienclations for her fin'ther rvork in this tlelcl, sucli as: to
contir:ue her Lesearch ou sustainabilily and the bioeconoury by broadening the scope ald hrmi'g her
attention to tlie less atmiyzecl probletis of the eft'ects of and illeasures to cleal rvith the clinate change
by promoting ststainable practices in all spheres of the agriculhuai econonry and tlie eff'ective use of'
biological l'esotlrces tln'ough irurovations in Bulgaria; to increase the share of her ildependent
publications and thase in jouulals s'ith an inipact factor; to continue her good wo,rk in teain
activitiesi'develoirurents and to soek and to participate activeiy iir nitematiolai eyelts alcl scieltific
projects.

Tlie ruain critical note, I have for the candiclate, is to tleepen and increase her comrnitment to
activities essential for the teacping profession, the most essential nnd cur.rently missing is the
successful developrnent antl publication of textbooks antl teaching materials lecesrialy for her
daily work rvith shrdents. Front tJlle subiriitted clocuments for this c;orupetition, I am copfid.ent that sire
has the experience and capabilities to do so, as rn'ell as to develop and iuclude neu, topics for her
scientific field, oflering a variety of plactical examples and tasks to update witli the active
participation of students aud her paduates.

8. Personal impressions and opinion of the revierver
In rny vielv, the candidate fol Associate Professor suburitted evideuces of higli quality outputs

and denionst'ates capacity and expertise in her aleas of'scientit-rr; interest, to lvhich she exhibits a1
ititiovative approach to research artd demonstrates an understandiug of tlends aud irnportant issues.
Tliis is also itt accorclance with rrny personal iurpressions, sitce I luou' cliief assistant professor phD
Mariyana Shishkova aud lier wolk even as a part of the team c,f tlie "Earflr - Soulce of krcome"
Foundatiott, as cotlsistently during tlie years of her cal'eer pornth we have cliscussecl aud I have
provided couunents on liern'ork fi'om rny side. From this point c'f view, the review also takes ilto
accouttt the progress of the candlidate, u,hose u'olk deepens and expands and it is accerisible to an
wider audience of students artcl colleagues, and liel activity il scieutific colferences and her
publications il prestigious scierltific jorulals contribute to the development of the agicultural
ecoilolny as a field of scientific faronledge. My assessurent of helprofessioual advancernent is also



liigh for her educatioilal activities ancl her encouagiug attihlde torvarcis tlie stucle'ts (asi me'tor a'r1
supetvisor) atrd the developtnent of young people. she is able to be objechve, understancli'g anrj
iueet shtdents' expectatiorx in explaining conplex topics ancl usiug clifferclt anci creative teachi'g
methods, which f,rlly supports u'hy it is suitable cancliclate for the academic position of associarr:
Professor.

CONCLUSION
Based on the analysis of tlie peclagogical, scientitic ancl scientific-applied acti,rities of tht:

caildidate, I believe tiiat chief assistant professor PhD Mariyana Ivalova Shislikovar, rneets the
requirentents for tlte acacleniic positiol "Associate Professor" at Agricultru'al uriversilr - plovcliv,
because: l) there is sufficient vohune alcl qrrality of scientific outpnt in several clirectio:Lrs ancl wor*:
on scientific research projects u'itli the application of relevant scientific methocls and. ap;proaches; 2)
tliere ale cuttent and substantial contributions rvith a theoretical-applied uahu-e based o' the t5.ee:
theDratic al'eas: social capital ancl srstaiuable cleveloprnerrt; bioeconorny; ancl irppact of CAp o,L
Bulgarian apricultrue; 3) the ntunber of publicatious, tlieir qriality ancl theil citations, are evidence ol
the author's recopr:ition in the scientific couununity; 4) the subject aleas of the publicatio's aucl
teaching activities cotrespond to the scientific fiekl ancl specialty for which fhe courpetition has bee'
aruroutced.

Based on tlie above, I flllly believe that the evaluation of canclidate's overall achievements rs
POSITI\TE.

I would like also to srtggest to the lionotable Scieutific Jury to vote pasifively, andthe Facglty
Corincil of tlre Faculty of Ecouomics at the AgicultLrral lJniver sity - Plovdir. to elect chitef assistanl
ptofessor PhD tr[afiyafiu lr,(rtto'Fu Shisltkold on tlie acaclemic position af ,,Associute professor,, in
the scientific specialty Ecottontics and Manrgentent (Agriculture). ,lli ,.1

Date: 06.05.2A24

Sofia
REVIEWER:.':..,,/."

(Assoc.Prof. PhD N.{ariya Peneva)


