
STATEMENT

regarding the competition for the position of "Associate Professor" in the scientific

specialty ,,Ecology and ecosystem protection", announced in the state Gazette No'

94 of OS.LL.ZOZ4 with candidate Chief assistant Professor MARIA KRASIMIROVA

CHUNCHUKOVA, PhD

by professor Stefan lvanov Shilev, PhD, appointed as a member of the scientif ic jury

according to order No. RD L6-L2!O7.OL.2O25 of the Rector of the Agricultural

University - Plovdiv

1. Brief presentation of the candidate'

I  know Chief  Assistant professor Maria Chunchukova, PhD from my work at  the

Agricul tural  Universi ty -  p lovdiv.  she was born in 1981 in the c i ty of  Yambol.  She

graduated with a Bachelor 's degree in Ecology and Environmental  Protect ion in 2006, and

in 2007, she graduated with a Master 's degree in Landscaping -  external  and internal

design at  the Agr icul tural  Universi ty -  Plovdiv.  She jo ined the Agr icul tural  universi ty -

plovdiv as an Assistant professor in November 2013, and in May 2017, she acquired the

ESD "Doctor"  in the scient i f ic  special i ty "Ecology and Ecosystem Protect ion".  In June 20L8'

she became "Chief  Assistant professor" in the higher educat ion f ie ld of  4.  Natural

Sciences, Mathematics and lnformat ics,  PF 4.4.  Earth Sciences, scient i f ic  special i ty
, ,Ecology and Ecosystem protect ion",  is  a posi t ion she holds today. The candidate's work

exper ience as a teacher is over LL years.  She uses wri t ten and spoken Engl ish and Russian

and works with Microsoft Office and AutoCAD'

2. General description of scientif ic production'

The total  scient i f ic  product ion of  Dr.  Chunchukova is 27 works.  Three of  them are

related to the acquis i t ion of  the ESD "PhD",  and with the remainl f rg 24 she part ic ipates in

the current compet i t ion for  the posi t ion of  "Associate Professor".  Al l  her scient i f ic

publ icat ions are in the nomenclature special i ty,  of  which
- The publ icat ions wi th impact factor are2 papers
- The publ icat ions in peer-reviewed and refereed scient i f ic  journals are22 papers;

The personal  part ic ipat ion of  Assist .  Prof .  Chunchukova, PhD in the ment ioned 24

publ icat ions is i l lustrated by one solo-authored publ icat ion,  f i rst  authorship in 1L papers,

second au thorsh ip  in  11 ,  and th i rd  in  L  pub l i ca t ion '

According to category A, the candidate meets the requirements wi th a dissertat ion

defence and its three publications. According to cotegory B, lO publications are referred

to in wor ld databases, and 215 points are presented. Dr.  Chunchukova has also given 14

pubf icat ions in journals indexed in the Web of  Science database. They are equal  to 24o

points,  and lassume the requirements of  cotegory 6 are met.  ln addi t ion,  16 c i tat ions of

the candidate 's publ icat ions are descr ibed, accumulat ing 80 points by category D,

exceed ing  the  min imum requ i rements '
Assist .  prof .  Chunchukova has not presented part ic ipat ion in the wr i t ing of

textbooks and manuals '



Twenty-four scientif ic papers are subject to analysis to prepare for the current

posture.
Dr.  Chunchukova has part ic ipated in the presentat ion of  L7 poster reports at

internat ional  scient i f ic  forums and one oral  report  at  a conference in Bulgar ia.

The above regarding the candidate 's scient i f ic  product ion shows that i t  covers,  and

by  some cr i te r ia  exceeds,  the  min imum sc ien t i f i c ' ind ica tors  ment ioned in  the  app l icab le

regulatory documents.

3. Teaching activity. ,

The candidate 's teaching act iv i ty is related to del iver ing lectures,  seminars,

exercises and pract ices in the fo l lowing special i t ies:  Ecology and environmen-tal
protect ion,  Plant protect ion,  Agronomy (Vi t icul ture and hort icul ture,  Tropical  and

Subtropical  Agr icul ture,  Ornamental  p lants and landscape design, General  Agronomy),

Agr icul tural  engineer ing,  Ecology of  set t lement systems, Biodiversi ty conservat ion

Sustainable use of  natural  resources and ecological  tour ism - the pr imary discipl ines in

which Assist .  Prof .  Maria Chunchukova has del ivered lectures and pract ical  exercises in

the Bachelor 's courses the fol lowing: Invasion ecology, Ecological  parasi to logy, Ecology,

Biotechnology and global  ecology, Biological  d iversi ty and bioresources, Ecological

monitor ing,  Biomonitor ing and bioindicat ion,  Fundamentals of  ecology, ecology and

environmental  protect ion.  ln the Master 's Degree Program, lectures and pract ical

exercises have been del ivered in Green system, biodiversi ty,  ecology and Conservat ion of

f reshwater ecosystems, Parasi tes and parasi t ic  communit ies of  f ish,  b iodiversi ty and

ecological  r isk,  Aquat ic ecosystems and sustainable nature management,  Protected

species in tour ist  areas, Ex-si tu conservat ion and tour ism.
Dr Chunchukova has del ivered-over 3400 teaching hours dur ing the last  t ive

academic years,  of  which 1L30 teaching hours were lectures,  and LL76 were pract ical

exercises.  Her teaching act iv i t ies are complemented by the supervis ion of  17 successful ly

defended thesis,  8 in the Bachelor 's and 9 in the Master 's degrte.  She has presented

curr icula development for  one elect ive course in the Bachelor 's degree, two elect ive
courses and two mandatory courses in the Master 's degree.

4. Scientific research activity.
The research act iv i ty of  Assist .  Prof .  Chunchukova is in the Professional  f ie ld of  4.4.

Earth Sciences, Scientif ic speciality " Ecology and Ecosystem Protection" , where the
fo l low ing  top ics  a re  h igh l igh ted :

l - .  Research related to the concentrat ion,  c i rculat ion and bioaccumulat ion of  heavy
metals and metal lo ids in waters,  sediments,  t issues and organs of  dominant f ish species
from the freshwater ecosystem of the Danube River and their  parasi tes;

2.  Research related to the ecology, biodiversi ty and bioindicat ion of  parasi t ic

communit ies of  f ish f rom freshwater ecosystems.
The candidate presents 10 ci tat ions of  her works in journals wi th an impact factor,

sat isfy ing the minimum regulatory requirements.  In addi t ion,  the submit ted reference
from the Agr icul tural  Universi ty of  Plovdiv shows that Dr Chunchukova has part ic ipated in
two projects,  "student Internships",  two under the Nat ional  Research Program ",  Young



Scientists and Postdoctoral Fellows", and two projects funded by the Agricultural
University.

5. Remarks and recommendations.
I have no objections to the materials submitted for the competit ion for Associate

Professor. My recommendation is related to the need for the candidate to prepare a
textbook independent ly or in co-authorship in the discipl ine(s) she teaches. My second
recommendation is related to her published works. lt would be good for the candidate to
pay more attention to pub*ications in journals with lF and SJR. This wil l help her to be
more recognizable in connection with her future work, and considering the high
competit ion in the PF of 4.4 Earth Sciences, it wil l increase her contribution to the ranking
of the Agricultural University in the rating system of higher education institutions in
Bulgar ia.

6. Conclusion.
Based on analyzing the candidate's pedagogical, scientif ic and scientif ic-applied

activit ies, Assist. Prof. Maria Chunchukova meets the requirements of the applicable
regulat ion because she exceeds the required total  number of  points under the minimum
national requirements for the academic position "Associate Professor" (585 points with a
required 400 points) and the specific requirements under each category.

All this gives me a reason to evaluate her overall activity POSITIVELy.
As a result of the above, I would l ike to propose to the esteemed Scientif ic Jury to

vote positively and the Faculty Council of the Faculty of Environmental protection and
Agroecology at the Agricultural University - Plovdiv to elect Assistant professor Maria
Krasimirova Chunchukova, PhD, as "Associate professor" in the scientif ic speciality
"Ecology and Ecosystem Protection".
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