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I. The relevance of the topic under the consideration

Serbia has untapped agricultr-rral resollrcesrepresent a signil'ic:trlt tcollollr .

potential fbr the lurther clcveloprnent o1' tl-re r.l,l-iolc econoltt\'. 1i^; t liatlces 1

development of agrarian sector of Serbia are favorabie agro-ecoloiii,:;rl conditici :

and relatively good availability of natural resoLrrces, mainlv agricultLrral liincl.

One of the key elements of compctitiveness ir-r the tlclci of lgttr.:ttit,tt'c is . .

distribution of agricultural products, f'he u ar,' in rvhich agricultLrt'al irr.r.1',,;ts u ill r

distributed clepends on the potentiallv achievable cornpetitiveness of'll,(' agricLlltLrr I

product. Order processir-rg, comrloclity hanc-l1ing, rvarehottsi l,t. iilr ctlti,l-r

management, transportation, product marketing and customer colltilc'." ot '.ireir tnt,'r

detailed analysis, are the startir-rg points in consiclerirtg [hc o', r.l..il ,. ilcct:.

distribr-rtion activities on the cornpetiti\,'enL-ss of'agricr-tltural proclr. t, I rrt ils ir :

necessarv to carry oLlt an enalysis r,r,hen selectir-rg a particular distrilrr t r,rr rr'rcthocJ

is also irnportant to cletermine tl-re chalacteristics o1'the clistlibLtritlrr lllodc .

determine their capabilities to be exploited, as rvell as the shttrt-',ilriirlls to (

eliminated or other options selected.

J'he concept of integrated rr.rral dcvelopurent ir-r the contc):t .,i' Llstaitle !

developntent, represents complex parailiprrr-r 1br thc clcvcloptttctll i I I iit'lll itl i
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based on available capital - physical, financial and human. This cor-rcept implies
balanced development of rural areas through the inteqration of socio-econonricr
development with environmental requirements and the principle of equitable
distribution of public goods.

Thanks to all of the above, dissertation research on "Competitiveness of rhc
distribution of agricultural products in Serbia" is a recent study.

In this context I believe that the topic chosenacklressesimportant unr{
relevant research questions to clarify the overall economic role

2. Purpose, tzrsks, hvpotheses ancl r,ethocrs of research.

Subject to study the competitiven.'ss of the distriburtion systelr cf iigricultur-rr:
products. The object of study is the clisrribLrrion srster-r-t of ag;icglturral ,.;igilucls itr
Serbia.

-l-he 
main goal of the doctoral dissertation arises fi"onr the nectl ii, [,r.irvjdc r.r. ,

l<nowledge in the field of ci>mpetiti\/eneis of the agricLrltu;al cJistr.ibiir t r ,...tcrr i,

the Republic of Serbia, by determining the influence of distribr-rtion ch,,rnrrcls ancl
elements of physical distribution of agricrrJtur"al products or.r the coprr)!.1 t,\ t'rcSS (,

agricultural holdings and tinding such a rnoclcl that r.r'ill ir-icreasc rht. t< .)r--'r,tircn :

of the agricr-rltural distribution systein in thc Repr_rblic of'Serbia.
'I'he main aim of the clissertatiorl research is to analyze tir: ;;rerol-s Lli,

determine the competitiveness of the clistribution systent of agrii:Lrlrirr.al produ,.:
and to propose a rnodel for raising these competitiveness.

In orderto achie'r'e the main goal solve the follou,ing lesearch .rir.ret.tii,es:
- Clarifies nature of the distribr.rtion svstem anc'l its rol,- .r: rrchier., :

devel opn'rent and c,rr-rpeti ti Ver, eS5 o t' agri c Lr I tLrr.c ;

- Worked out a methodology fbr analysis ar-rd evaluation lt'the f'actr:.:,
determinirrg the competitiveness of the clistribr-rtion systcm,

- The factors detern"rining the corrpetitiveness of the distribLriion svstenr ir
agriculture;

l'est patterns studv the con-rpetitiveness of the distributron :,\ stent e, :

provides a working moclel 1br raisir-rg her
h:r the thesis examined the following working hypotheses: ili,r - 'l'l.r:

development of the clistribution system has aflects iis level r :.



competitiveness; H,,: -']-he developrnet-it of cli::t':-..loll cfilrll .t'l:' lnllLIen(r:

tl-re level of cornpetitir.,eness the distribr-rtiotl s\ st-1ll oi a'ar prodtlcls.

Ir-r the thesis develoPed trvo

competitiveness of distribution systems

Scientific research methods

tl,t"

The theoretical part of the thcsis, the 1'ollou ir-rg t.l.ir'thtrcl-s:

, Critical anal,vsis ol'literatr-tre rrn the c'l.-llrtitiorl o1- te't'l.t-ls relrttrr. t'l tl're

subject and the objcct of studl :

" DescriptiveanalYsis;

" Qualitative analysis;

" Quantitative analYsis;

. Comparative rnethod;

. Analysis and synthesis.

. Surveyed 126 responclents liom the Repr-rblic of SerbirL tl'irough l

questionnaire in tl-re periocl li'orn July 1 to Nor,'erlbel I llrlE- 'l .

questionnaire contains 12 clte stions, each de scribing Ll :,i,t'111S of '

physical distributior-r of agricrrlttrral products and l5 qttestlt.i,sr Ci:sct'ibrr '

the competitiveness of the distribution systeu'

The gouls, objectives ond nrclhocls o/'the studl'ure set oui loEit'ull.t'ttt;r

consistentl)).

3. Visualization and presentation of the obtained results.

Phl) thesis consists of 196 pages. It uses 1B ligures ar-rcl i-l'' ',t'rit'. ltt

thesis are citecl 137 literary source. 'l-hc usecl 1'rgures, schenres and t:Lirles l)rescni

detail the infonnation gathered fl'om the dissertation research.

The restilts shoyt thtd the PhD student hos in-tleplh lheorcttr':t :')iti-kgrttu"

knowlerlge und ubilit.y Jbr independent scientific reseurclt.

4. Discussion of the results and the references.

models of the factors afl'ecting

that are tested for authenticitY:

The disertation

o bj e cti:t: ly de mo ns tr at e s

selling strategY has on

industry of Serbia.

Jelena (Miroslav)

contuirrs speci/ic results und enrpericcrl ,,t'idence tlit"

the eJfect|t,ent:ss o/ usittg difJercnt {t7rcs ; i it' pcr\ot

intproving the clevelopntenl oJ' the ugricLti{Iire und fbtt'

Milanovic l-ras made al-r in-cleptl-r analy'sis tl1- ihe l'csearclr'-'l



probler-* it-r a :i:..oretical aspect. An 'lxtensive literature rct'ict' t 1 i I.: llrobl

dedicarecl to the ciisrr.ibutien channels of agricultural prodr"tcts has bcc:l rnacie'

I-he cloctorrl str,tdent has made a thorough theorctical sr'rbstril ' L'Ii rtr trt' '

thesis. A retrospecti'e analysis of the c.ncept of corrpetitiveness i'i, ;i ':Jt)ilccpt'|ii

definition is nade, The e'olr-rtion of views is shorvn - tiour the tl-reor', .itr';iclc lo | (

theory o1. competitir e.ess. 'the f.actors inf]uer-rci.g cor..pctitir"c,cs:" t ' l)ljl'ttr'rt'

for measuring c.,rperitirencss, the spccii'ics of con-rpetiti'L'r,L-ss in r,!r-r'icurlture, l:

u,ell as the *a1 ir-r *hicl-r it contribules to rrlrar de'elopr-nent arr'irir'trtillc-d.l '

analyzed.

lhe second part of the theoretical statement sets out thi: irrain l.act., s

determining the distribr.rtion netu,orii in agriculture. 'fhe c1i1'[cr.:'-r" t)'pes (

distribution channels and rhe elements of the physical distributtiorl t'l .igticultur '

products are consicleled. as well as the modern technologies lt 'rli'--il irl t I r

distribution and logistics sectol"

Theanalyticalparlofthedissertaticlnisananaill,sisol.thc.},,.ii.,cstl['.
agricultural sector, the advantages and challenges of the researched s'--ci.r in Serh' r

.fhe doctoral student seeks a connection betiveen tl-re r-rain thcrt.,': ii rr lcud t'

higher competitiveness o1'the distributit)n system of agricultural pr,ciL.,l'-:'' '1s rvcll ':

its impact on rural der,eroprnent. by using 1he comparati'e ad'a.tag'--. '' 
'tirc rc!it'

The analytical parl o1,the disserlartion ends with the fonTrurlatiorr i-)i feason( :

and logically consistent conclusions about the researchecl problem'

The doctoral stuclent seeks the connection betrveen the potenli''1 t'i-r'Ltral ar'r:

ancl achieving competitiveness of agriculture anci resp' the rurlrl lt' i \ iri'lllltrl

paid to the role of'the statc for compeLitii'e atgricutlture in Serbia 1'rt ( r r',r'tprill:

worthy place in the market of agr.icrrltr'rral goods in tire Balkirn.,. ii:i)CCti\ r.

Europe and the world in agricultural exports and clistribution poli5''

l.he PhD student hirs perlorrrrcd a scientificalil, baseci, irl. I.:llljl S\\'t li

analysis of market activities in Serbia'

tn the thircl part of the dissertation the methodological settinss t'1"1'r' fe scar"

are cletermined. This parl o1. the dissertation eramines preliurinar"' Ii',i]'),'rrtical l'' '

e,rpiricar resurts ftorn pre'ious researcir. ,\ questio,ririrc is cler eltil'r'-i trtJ dcilr - '

based on the experience in this fie1d in order to determine the ir-rtluenci rl'all factr'' :

on the cornpetitiveness moder of the system for cristribution o1'agrie r-ilirrai pro.lltcL '

Trre cloctoral student conclr,rcrecl an ertensive own stucly'rvith l26 re,'1'.rteiet-its ft't'l'

the territory of tire Republic of Serbia. in the periocl f'rour .1'1y' 1 trr \.tt:ubcr

2018.



The doctoral student describes research statistical approaches and methot

measuring the impact of all eiements of the distribution system ol' agricultur,

products. set tr-.. .-. ::r-' iburtl'r part. 'l'wct t-t-rethods \vcre usr t .l : lttcir \

relationsliips L.er.,,.:::: :ltc rhctors determining the corl'rpetitiveness t'l li:;tribtttr' r

channels - the me:i.tr.i rrimr-i1tip1e correlation and the metl-rod of regrcssiot't anall':'i;

which are tested lot' :'e..ab'ilitr (rllodel 1 and model 2):
'l'he PhD sI,t....tt: -tr,Jic.s the in-rpact of variolts elctrct-tts t'1' :.,'-: llhVsi

distribr-rtion ol'agri.-...:.;r-,i :.()ocis on the cornpetitiVeness ol'tlle eil i:- ',iistIibLrti ,

system u,ithin \lo,-ie1 1. i he ler el oi orcler processit'tg, 
'l'l'rc it : i'1' cli, '

management, supplr. fhe 1erel of storage lxanagel-nent" 
-l'he lc\cl ( i 1l"al.)sp )'

management, and uithin \loclei l: The level of turnol'er and the tri:riltLcnance ('r

effective contact ri ith citstomers are extremell,' inflr-rential on lll,: lei"cl (

competitiveness of the s\ stent lbr distnbr-ttion of agricultural products.

T'he dissertatior-r concludes riith a conclusion, rvhich sLurllttat'iz..r:- il,u resLllts,

the stucly and possible direcrions lor further research on tl're sysLelll oi''iisii,trutiot-i ,

agricultural products in Serbia.

The resulfs o/' the testing of the research lt.y'potheses 5ii;'{/ir u clir,''

clepenrlence ond letermining role oJ'the comltlex intptrct ttJ'the diJi;'rct;t plr.1'si' ''
distribution channels on the

The list of all literary
competitit)eness rf the rlistribution s.y'stt',:i iil; o n'lttttt'

SOLtrces usecl in the dissertution is t'iclt t,trti sr(Jicit'r:,

to clarify the object and subject, scientific proof ancl conlirmation of the muin

working hypothesis.

5. Contributions to the dissertation.

I accept the scientifics contributions presented by the doctoral stuclent front
which the.f'ollou,ing nru)t lte mentioned:

fhe contribution ol'the cloctoral dissertation is re1'lectecl in ih.: t.'-sr'tlts ri'hr-r

showecl that the level of distribution chanrrels and the level o1'pl'r1's,--ril ciistriburti''

elernents influence the level of competitiveness of the st'stetr tlf'tii:;i.itiritLion i

agricultural products in the Republic o1' Serbia. 'fhe results also 1irr,t: lirc basis i ',

further research in this fleld. both in the tleld of agricr-rlture anc'l t,tircr lll't--cS r

econorny.

l'he follolving contribution moments of scientillc ancl applicl il:ltt|e can r l

distinguished in the disserta[ion:

L:.



1. The essence of the competitiveness of the clistribLrtion
for sustainable der eloprnent of agricultr.rre is clarifiecl,

^/" A conceplllat lramervorl< 1or assessing the cotnpetiti , . ir.',., of i i
distriburtion svsteut uith agricr-rltural pi'oclucLs in the Republic ol').,,r,, lius br.

2. A conceptLtal framervorl< lbr assessing the

developed;

3. The conlpetitiveness of the distribution sy,ster-n ri ith agricult L,.rl l,r oclLrcts i

the Republic of Serbra is analyzed and evaluateci;
4' It is established u'liich factors are critical in tl-re or.,{i:nr,,.iti9p rli ,.

development of the clistribllrion system with agricultr_rral products;
5' Models of cot-tlpetitive distribution systerns ale lbrmulaterci. .,r,trieh can ii

used in practice.

6. Critical remarks and questions.

I have no critical rentarks on tl-ie uorl< of the doctoral stuclenr. i,r,1 r cn, of i;
the foliou'ing recomtnendation: in future research to lurther develop arrd rlccpcr-r i. ,
analysis of his chosen topic. Agriculture is a specific sector ancl iire study a.l,
improvement of tl-re competitiveness of the sr-rb-sector is related to tlr-..;flccif-lcs t.'
the region and the studv of goocl approaches and practices ol'ctrirntries \ 1i

developed and highly competitive agric'ultural sector neecls to contirrr -r urd expsir-
even more future.

I have the following question for the phD stuclent:
What are the new expected trencls in the market of agricr:ltLrral iiistributicl

policy, rvhich will lead to changes in the marl<eting concepts irlposc 1 I'r. l:-ir-r.ncrs ,i

Serbia?

7. Published articles ancl citations.

Jelena (MiLoslav) Milanovich has one inclependent pr-rblication ancl sir r(
atrthored. whicli co\/crs tl-re required minimunt lbr publishing actiyiLi :, i,.,r-scicntit r

degree Doctor

The presented materials corresponcl to
The presented abstract objectively reflects
dissertution.

system as an element

tlte lopic of the clisserr t;iii.!.i r.(saur.,,.

the structure unrl t (,tii:,!iI r1f ., t
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CONCLUSION:
3:sed on the scientific and appliecl by the doctoral student r l,i:'t'i rllclh( ':

o, :.:s..arch, corlectly performed experiments the summaries macli: ;lll(l r.rt)l]c1r'tsii I

i.:,,'.,,:. I believed that the strbmittecl dissertation lvorl< nteets the retlt;i.-Lit':t'tts o1'tr r

\;,:,icrtion of the Act fbr the Developrnent of the Acac'lemic Stat'f' l. r l.'-'PLrhlic 
'

B..isa1ia ancl the regulation of the agricultural lJniversitv for its apiri,crLliot-t rvhitl'

J:,, es l]le a reason to erraluated POSITIVE.
I ailori tttr self to propose to the i'enerable

ar-rd to ari at'd to Jelena (Miroslav) Milanoviclt

Doctol in organization and managelxent
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