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I. The relevance of the topic under the consideration

[he agricultural sector is a complex system of interaction between external and internal
factors - change in land ownership. pricii 12 based on market forces, changing consumer tastes.
climate change. growing population. erowing demand for food. limited natural resources.
globalization, environmental protection. etc. The "Bulgarian”" and "Kosovo" models of agricultural
transformation have a number of specifics related to the scope of reforms, the way they are
implemented. the socio-economic results of policy implementation, the problems and challenges
facing both countries at the present stage.

The doctoral student analyzes the development of agricultural production in both countries.
The policies of land reform. agricultural rest ructuring. state support. agricultural regulation.
policies related to the trade regime and international trade in agricultural products are analyzed, as
well as assessing the opportunities for impm\mg the competitiveness of agriculture in both
countries.

Avnl Gashi successfully defends his positions I”‘.l'dl‘din" the topicality and significance of
the topic in theoretical and ;lp]“licd aspects. emphasizing the similarities in the development of
Bulgarian and Kosovo agriculture from the period of transition to a market economy.

The research is based on I\ wwledge ol the scientific achievements and problems of the
sector and substantiates its own theses and solutions.

2. Purpose, tasks, hypotheses and methods of research.

The aim of the study is to analyze in a comparative plan the agricultural policies of the
Republic of Kosovo and the Republic of Bu learia and to propose approaches to improve the
agricultural development policy of the Republic of Kosovo.

The working hypothesis, which the author puts forward, is that in the conditions of the
realized transition in the agriculture of Bulgalm and the world economic ecrisis, the strength of
action of the strengths and weaknesses. as well as the opportunities and threats are almost equal.

The goal. the working hyputhc,\;i,\; and the tasks are correctly and scientifically
substantiated. ,

The subject and the object of research are correctly defined and give an opportunity in the
later stage of the dissertation research (o perform an objective analysis of the problem and to
ate correct conclusions and recommendations.

The used methodological approaches and tools are consistent and correspond to the
peculiarities of the agriculural sector. correspond 1o the research thesis and the formulated goals
and objectives. The main scientific research methods are methods of economic analysis
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(dynamics. financial ratios). graphical method. comparative method, descriptive method, scale.
sociological method (survey. in-depth interviews). In the course of the development, statistical
data have been systematized. individual indicators have been calculated and their dynamics have
been monitored. all of which are graphically and tabularly presented and economically interpreted.
The author demonstrates skillful and correct use of methodological tools of economic
analysis and on this basis form ulates conclusions and summaries that have practical significance.

3. Visualization and presentation of the obtained results,

The dissertation is located on 123 pages with 29 figures.

[Cis structured in an ntroduction. a two chapter exposition, a conclusion. a bibliography
and appendices.

The results show that the PhD student has in-depth theoretical background. knowledge and
ability for independent scientific research,

4. Discussion of the results and the references.

In the dissertation the in-depth comparative analysis of the agrarian policies of Bulgaria
and Kosovo is performed. \

In the introductory part, the doctoral student emphasizes the importance and relevance of
the study, briefly presents the coneept of research, purpose, object, subject, methodology, working
hypothesis.

[n the first part of the dissertation, the author. adhering to the opinions and opinions of key
researchers of the nature. goals and instruments of agricultural policy, makes logical summaries
and conclusions about the structure of agricultural holdings and their specifics, the hierarchy of
agricultural systems in the context of sustainable development. sector. The approaches. policies.
priorities and measures for promotion of the agricultural sector as an important sector for the
national economy of the Republic of Kosovo and the Republic of Bulgaria are thoroughly assessed
and analyzed. The author has given basic guidelines in structural policy at the international and
national level. so as (o achieve balance and sustainability of systems. The methodology for
rescarch. analysis and evaluation of the agricultural policy of the Republic of Kosovo and the
Republic of Bulgaria has been adapted

Based on data from Eurostat and agricultural statistical sources in Kosovo and Bulgaria
and own surveys. the state and trends in the development of agriculture in both countries have
been successfully assessed.

In the second part a comparative analysis of the agrarian reforms in the two countries is
performed. The influence of the agrarian policy of the Republic of Kosovo and the Republic of
Bulgaria on the agrarian sector of both countries has been determined and the directions for
adaptation of the agrarian policy of the Republic of Kosovo through transfer of good policies by
the Republic of Bulgaria have been outlined

To assess the competitiveness of Kosovo agriculture, a SWOT analysis was conducted
based on interviews with members of the Department of Resource and Environmental Economics
at the Agricultural University in Pristina, The conclusions made by the SWOT analysis in the
practical part arc formulated specitic guidelines and  solutions for the development of a
competitive agricultural sector.

The literature review is sufficient in volume and scope and is in line with the topic of the
dissertation.
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. Contributions to the dissertation.
The main merits of the dissertation can be pointed out: the great importance and relevance
of the topic from the poimnt of view of both science and practice, given the role of agriculture for
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