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1. Relevance of the problem
The impact of the CAP on «
and significance in the conte

ipetitiveness is a problem of growing relevance

wdemic of Covid-19, the growing
majority of workers in the agricultural
and relevance by emphasizing:

stratification and in npoverishmen
sector. N. Stetanov well ar ?ﬂ hi

a
%]

- the dual structure of ¢

- the large number of fei"z"g:zé? farms;

- the importance of ”% se farms in providing employment in rural areas;

- the role of the social buffer of small farms in times of crisis:

- the drastic dominance of large farms in the absorption of financial assistance
through the CAP:

- the growing need to increase the share of small farms with access to financial
assistance;

- the increase i.i‘"z the number of medium-sized enterprises;
- the multilateral effect of the change in the CAP on income, risk, qualifications,
innovation and other components of competit
2. Purpose, M%M %wgaaﬁ%%m and research met

titiveness.
hods

I believe that the purpose of the dissertation is well formulated and properly
dmum;}muz into five main tasks.



The subject and object of the study are accurately presented.

The thesis of the dissertation is convincingly related to the factor strength of
the CAP and the expected u'rxgi‘«%:*z on the competitiveness of small farms.

The research tools include a systematic approach and a set of methods. I
believe that in parallel w %”?a the systematic approach, a constructive approach has
been used, as far as it can be implemented in practice through a large number of
methods.

Generally 1 evaluate the used roaches and methods as appropriate and

sufficient for the formation of tools for achieving the goal and solving the tasks of
z}w dissertation.
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3. Visualization and presentation of the obtained results
In my opinion, the dissertation is well illustrated:
- 16 tables;

s are well formed and numbered, and the source
1s understandable: author's prodt w or borrowing from used literature.
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All tables, figures and diagra
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Despite its limited volume, the abstract is also very well illustrated.

4. Discussion of the results and

[ believe that the dissertat
the literature used and one presented - a (Zg%}&f%;’i,i{}nz‘”azﬂrﬁ In structural

termsit is well formed in three chapters {%4 ix m ézg“z%;z;f;“rf; correctly mentioned in the
abstract).
In the first chapter, relatively thoroughly, the theoretical foundations of the

research are studied and presented, as N. Stefanov consistently presents:

- the concept of small farms;

- competition, competitive ﬁaﬁv';;'ﬁ,r%z'% and competitiveness;

- the role of the CAP in developing compe w;mmw;;

- the methodological a "}phu 1 to assessing this impact.

The second chapter is devoted to the study of the impact of the CAP on the
competitiveness of the Ministry of Fore s. The analytical division of this
mfiumm into two main pmm makes a good impression: 2007-2013 and 2014-
2020. The obtained results are well 'E\%Lm{z,&mf and presented with arguments.

In the third chapter, based on conducted SWOT analysis identifies the
strengths and weaknesses, opportunities @maé threats to the development of small

=1 07} ;,“,«@




farms. On this basis, a focus analysis defined the development potential of these

farms, identifying five strengths and five weaknesses. An interesting approach to
SOR analysis is applied here, which is not mention il as the combinations of
"strengths - opportunities and threats" are ranked in order of importance. In the same
way, the doctoral student ranked the weaknesse

The effective nature of the dissertation %ag «;z”:g‘;é"zz;sr;%;wj by the identified basic
needs of the ;Jézz‘z‘zm"y of ign Affairs for the development of their
competitiveness.

The conclusion summarizes the main results of the study, emphasizing the
importance of the CAP on the development of the competitiveness of small farms,
as well as their basic needs.

The literature used is ff% esen literature sources, 60 of which are in
Cyrillic and the rest in Latin. The E%; ature is well arranged. There are many sources
from recent years, which %mw@ that N. Stefanov has studied the current state of the
problem. I am left with the ir

ression that doctoral students make extensive use of

the research of their supervisors and faculty members, but do not reflect it so widely
in the literature

I acm; { ziw report on the contributions of the dissertation, and I am inclined
to distinguish them as follows:
» Scientific contributions:

- the clarified nature of small farms:

iess of these holdings.

- the clarified nature {3% the «
» Scientific and applied ¢
- the established influence of the %fof%ér} on the profitability and competitiveness
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs;
- the identified needs of s mﬁ % rms under the CAP.
[ believe

dissertation and a

ity %“'suu 1

result of the development of the

6. Critical remarks and questions

I have no serious critical remarks on the dissertation, except for some minor
omissions.

I have the following questions for the doctoral student:
1. What is the balance between the pursuit of subsidies and the pursuit of business
efficiency for small and large farm owners?




2. What are the more important side effects in rural areas than increasing the
competitiveness of small farms?

7. Published articles and citations
A list of 3 publications on the dissertation is presented, which in quantity meet
the requirements of the Regulations of the Agricultural University - Plovdiv. They
were pubiza%m{ﬁ in 2020. All three publications are i ”; é.;gw*mm
No reference to citations is provided.

The abstract objectively reflects the structure and content of the dissertation.
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