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1. Brief introduction of the ca idate

Nataliyrs Yordanova Shukada was born on 03.12.1980. ln 2004. slre
recelved a lcar:helor's degree and in 7, a master's degree in Modern Grer:k
Philology from Sofia University "St. liment Ohridski".

ln 20'11, she graduated from

Plovdiv, professional bachelor i

he Higher School "Agricultural r3olleger".

Winemaking;", and in 2014

"Technologies in Horticulture and

a master's degree "European fixpert irr

rarian University - Plovdiv. From 2e21 ttoAgriculture ianrd Rural Areas" from

2024, she is; a part-time doctoral

Agraria n U n ivelrsity-p lovdiv.

nt at the Economics Department of il^re



Central Region - 17 farms; North W

She s;tarted her career 2004 a a part-time Greek language teacher at the
Academy of the Ministry of the In . From 2011to the present, she is the
Executive Director of the National tion of Grain producers.

2. Rellev'ance of the problem

There is; no doubt that the issertation topic is particularly relevant,
considering ilre protests of ag I producers in Europe and Bulgaria. The
challenge is not whether or not to
how to malle that transition.

towards ecological production but

Greening is not just a process of reducirrg the use of chemical fertiliserrs
and herbicides but a complete cha of production technology and consunrer
behaviour. From this point of view the challenges in implementing farming
systems thert contribute to the pro of the environment are primarily related
to the behaviour of agricultural and consumers.

3. Purpo,se, tasks, hy and research methods.

sustainability level of Bulgarian grairn

Deal and to identify measures to mitigatr:

rements and the economic efficiencv rc,f

Objecl,ive: to determine the

producers under the Furopean

the conflict bertween ecological req

production.

Tasks: ('l) To determine the inability of Bulgarian agriculture; (lZ)

the farms' support under the Strategrrc
Positioning of the grain sector consid

pfan. Provide an model of an grain-producing farm; (3) Surveying thel
attitudes of 13ulgarian grain produ

Researchr Methods: Several earch rnethods were used. Lilteraturer
review - to study the state of the p Analysis of the legislation - to r,,xamin,er
the legal frarnework. Conducting a

Sample size. 128 agricultural

- to study the producers' behaviour.

ucers - members of (NAG). The surve,y
was conducted in July - August 2023 and includes. South Central Region _ 2'Z
farms; Souil"r Eiast Region - 24 fa ; North tlast Region - 33 farms: Norlh

Region -27 farms. The survey contains



38 questions, 1Q open_ended a

categories: (1) on-farm paramete

towards environmental policies_ 14

4. Transparency and presen

The dissertation consists of
Chapter onre (theoretical part) _ 62
pages; Chapter thee (analytical pa

part) - 13 pages; Conclusion _ 5

sources were used.

The rJisseftation is well_s

elements.

5. Discusision of the results a
The disserrtation includes an

recommendatircns. The introduction

the challenges grain producers face

The first chapter is theoretical. lt

development. lfhe impoitance of grai

The developmr:nt and objectives of
Fork and Biodiversity Strategies are

facing the implementation of the
between agricultural sustainatlility an
Nations 2030 A,genda for Sustainable

The second chapter is m
methodology of the research,

The third chapter,is empirical. Th

level of agricultrural production. i

research and clevelopment, aLnd ar
Second, instrurnents supporting
climate and protection for the environ nt; (2) on animal welfare; (3) coupled

d 28 multiple-choice, grouped

24 questions; (2) about farmers'

into lrryo

attitucles
uestions

n of tl[e obtained results.
1 pages, of which: introduction - 4 pagors;

pages; Chapter two (methodical part) _.g

) - 101 pages; Chapter four (constructiv,e

; Literature - 24 pages. 140 literary

red and includes all the necessary

used literature.

uction, four chapters, conclusions anr<J

nts the importance of the problem and

nder the rGreen Deal.

plains tfre categories of sustainable rural
production for food security is discussect,

Common Agricultural policy, Farm_to_

iewed. lt also ouilines the challenges;

n Green Deal, The relationship

food security in the context of the United

ent is revealed.

ical. lt presents the purpose, tasks ancJ

factors contributing to the pustainabilityr

per annual work unit, statg support for
with organic farming are presented.

per hectare are presented: (1) for



support schemes for. protein cropq etc. Third, an anarysis was made of the
attitudes of Elulgarian grain producers regarcling European green poricies ernd
the adoption of ecological practices. The analysis includes the profile of
surveyed fartns, the farms' readiness to apply the new cAp,s environmenrtal
requirements and the realism of the objectives of the Green Deal through ilre
prism of the Eiulgarian grain producers.

The fourth chapter is constructive. lt preseints a Model of sustainable Grerin
Farming and provides recommendations for improving the institutiorrial
envlronment of grain production. In the end, conclusions and recommendationrs
from the research are summarised.

6. Contributions of the dissertation work.
Scientific contribution s

o fi modrgl of sustainable agricultural system is derived in which tarmerns
are placed at the centre, and their in achieving sustainable agriculture irs

highlighted.

. A model for

model balancres

sustainability.

2023 of sustaina

the economic,

grain-;croducing farms

ial and ecological

is derived. Tht:

diinensions of

Applied contributions
. Environnrental and climate poli ies in agriculture have been analysed iarl:

(1) a global level - the UN program

Green Deal anrl the CAp; and (2) the

Development of Agriculture and Rural

il 2030; (2) the European level _ thrr:

national h:vel - the Strategio plan for tht-.

Areas.
. The parameters of the mand conditions and support interventions in

the SPDARA (Strategic plan for t Development of Agricultute and Rural
Areas) for 2023-202T have been ana

. Recommendations are made improving the institutional gnvironment

ility of ther "Grain production" sector.
which leads to inrproving the su



a consequence of the bipolar stru of Bulgarian agriculture?

bushes)

7. Critical Notes and eu
Critical notes

Structure: (1) ln the theoreti

the CAP and then move on to the
better why ilrere is a shift from that support production to polir:ies
supporting environmental protecti . (2) Calculations of what a grain producer
can get under the new conditions should be presented after analysing the
questionnaires. (3) The method chapter is short comparpd to the other
chapters. In flhis case, including th methodology in the first ch{pter would Lre

into reserarch material, sucfl as legislation,
better. (4) Literature is good to divi
and scientific literature, such as articlles.

. Graphs;: (1) Some data are

of pie charts. In the pie chart, the di

some of the graphics, the names of obsenrations are written fn Latin letters
(for example, lFig. 1,1.9, the name
in Cyrillic. (3) tFig. 1.1.11: Vatue of
the period 2000 - 2020, miltion BGN

. Citationrs: In some places,

of the paragraph. The citations

the countries)). lt is good thht all texts are

uction from the "Cereals" subsector fr:,r

The trenrC line is redundant

author arnd the year are gir;fen at the errrl

to refer only to the last sentbnces but nr:t

farmers to comply with thd Green Deer

to the entire section. :For example,

Deal impact assessment. lt is good

t all literature sources pn the Grrer:n

start ther paragraph with ttfe author ancJ
year to avoid a misunderstanding example, "According to FAQ eO2O)....\.

Questions for the phD studen
. To what extent is the inability

requrrements due to restrictive ments, and to what extent i$ there a lac;lk

of technology to meet these requirem nts?
, To what extent can the requi nts for minimum be fulfilled

under Bulgarian soil and climate ions?
. To what t-.xtent are the "insuffici " unprc,ductive areas (gro[es,

cov r



. Why irre the areas under

increasing in Europe?

. Should the state give

procurement'? (p. 100) Why the ma
. To what extent do 7'3 i

complexity of the challenges fa
interventions help or hinder the tra

Recomnrendations for the
. lt woulcl be good to include th

in the theoreliical chapter. F:rom

production of public goods with pu

. Also, some of the effects of
partial nnarket equilibrium analysis.

excise tax on I'uels used for agricultu

tries to explain the rational e,conom

science of how the profit-maximisi

instruments. The economic policy is

stimulate the profit-maximisirrg prod

goal (in this case, switching from "ch

8. Publislhed articles and citat
Two afticles published in the j

Also, the studr:nt participated in

Agrarian Univr:rsity-plovdiv (30.1 1 .

E:conomics on 25 - (26.10.2022)

The presented abstract obi

dlissertation.

farming decreasing in Bulgaria i:nd

ty to local organic prodlrcers in pulirlic

et for organic products is Weak?

ons in the strategic plan consider flre
the Gn-.en Deal? Does this number of
on to biological agriculturg?

re work of the doctoral student
concepts of public goods and externaliliers

point of view, the need fo support tlhre

funds can be better justified.

nterventions can be examiired using l.he

or example, the impact of reducing the

I production. Economics is a science th:rt

agent b,ehaviour. Agricultr.{ral policy is a

produr:er responds to yarious policy

a system of tools (intervenlions) that will

to do what society has defined as ia

ical" to "biological" agricufture).

Ins.

rrnal Agrarian Sciences aie presented.

scientifio conferences org4nised by the

1) and by the Institute of Agrarian

reflects the structure and Oontent of th,er



CONCLUSION:

Based an the variouts

doctoral stuclent, the correctly p
conclusions made, I cons;ider

requtrements of the Law on the De
The regulations of the A,gricuftu

give me a reason to evafuate it
Therefore, I would like to

vote pos
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