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1. Brief presentation of the Candidate
Pavel Georgiev chervenkov graduated with a Bachelor's degree in RegionalDevelopment Management from the Faculty of Economics at the AgriculturalUniversity, Plovdiv in 2018. He completed his Master's degree in Agricultural

Marketing in 2019 at the same faculty and university. pavel chervenkov was a full-time PhD student at the Department of Management and Marketing at theAgricultural University, Plovdiv for the period zozz-zoz5. currenfly, he works as anAutomation Engineer at "lndustrial Solutions" Ltd., Sofia, Bulgaria. He is fluent inEnglish and has a good command of Russian.

2. Relevance of the Topic
The topic of the dissertation is related to sustainable competitive development,which requires perfect control over all business processes in the viticulture andwinemaking enterprise through the adoption of digitalization. competitiveness

increasingly relies on digitalization and the skillful extraction of its benefits, which canbe transformed into a competitive advantage, The doctoral student identifies theneed for a sectoral digitalization strategy to be a key competitiveness-determining
factor in the development of viticulture and winemaking. Although Bulgaria currenly
has an approved digitalization strategy for agriculture, it must be broken down intosector-specific strategies to achieve effective competitive development. Theviticulture and winemaking sector has its own specific characteristics, which shouldbe reflected in a dedicated digitalization strategy to ensure maximum effectiveness.
Therefore, the dissertation considers the core hypothesis that digitalization is acritical factor in achieving competitiveness and competitive development in this sector
in Bulgaria.



3' objectives, Tasks, Hypotheses, and Research MethodsThe obiective of the dissertation is clearly stated: to deverop a digitarizationstrategy for the viticulture and winemrr,rg ,";tor, taking into account its specirilcharacteristics' To achieve this goal, the foilowing research tasks are set: (1) crarifythe essence of competitivun"t. in the context of busines, p*"r, digitarizati on; (2)Analyze digitalization processes and their impact on the competitiveness of viticurtureand winemaking enterprises; (3) rvatuate' ine influence of digitalization on thesector's competitiveness; (4) ldentify the chailenges of imprementing digitarizationand applying precision agriculture in viticurture ,ro winemaking enterprises; (5)Deverop and varidate a digilatization strategy for the sector.The resea rch focuse's on viticulture and winemaking enterprises in Burgaria,defined as businesses combining grape curtivation and winemaking-i.e., they ownvineyards and process parr oi t," harvest iri" *i* ;;ffiir. Tr," ,un;ect of theresearch is the critical factors for digitalizing the sector over a five-year period (2018-;:::liffi:'l:,::i#i*T* ffiffi ,,1.1,"0 to anatvze' ano address the
The doctoral student used the follow ing methods; system anarysis, situationar

lllffiil, ,t"Jj,i:,.:'e 
analvsis, statisticat me-thoos, diasnostic anarysis, forecastins

4. Visualization and presentation of Resutts

?!d , Jffi"ii'rT[:tl?:J;ii:] an introduction, tnree main chapters, a concrusion,
48 risures a toi,r or sTriteratuL j;T:,:?:;H:iHJ,l'g:l;:#[:.lpj;ffi;;

S. Discussion of Results and Literature UsedThe doctoral student thoroughly researched modern scientific literature byBulgarian and foreign auttrors. lnformatio, ,orr.", arso incrude data from theMinistry of Agriculture's Agrostatistics Directorate,- Rurar Deveropment Directorate,compensatory Measures 
"oit"tlorrt", 

the Agricurturar Report of the Ministry ofAgriculture' Euro-stat, and regutatory document. rro, the European commission andthe Republic of Bulgaria' A r"g" prtt of the data was corected through surveys withmanagers and owners of viticurture and winemaking enterprises.The theoretical section includes a critical an-atysis of researchers, opinions onthe topic' Key competitive advantages of different organ izationarforms of businessmanagement in the sector are outlined. Theorie. of innouation and digitar businessmanagement approaches are deepry anaryzed. The digitarization process ispresented as a system involving various software and hardware sorutions aimed atimproving competitiveness' rn"iirct chapter ends with a detailed justification of themethodological approach of the research.
The main methodological steps developed and adapted in the dissertation
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data and surveys among suppriers and users of such technorogies; (3) assessing thecompetitiveness of enterprises that have implemented digital technologies; (4)developing a sectoral digitalization strategy using swoT anat-ysis and focus groups;(5) engaging stakeholdeis to accelerate sectorri oigitrtiration. The dissertation arsomethodologically analyzes and evaluates competitiveness indicators, showing that
::1iil?l;ioffi]t'"erv 

arrects competitiveness, especiary in terms or sross prorit and

The final analytical chapter addresses the internar transformation processes inenterprises during digitalization amid changing business conditions. The proposed

iJf::%::t:n'r:?;:H:::'' soars ana six k-ev measures, a, aimed at enhancins

6. Gontributions of the Dissertation
The dissertation "strategy for the Digitalization of the Viticulture andwinemaking sector" incrudes tne"rottowing contributions:o clarifies the role of digitalization in managing business processes in thesector; !

' Anaryzes digitarization processes and their impact on enterprisecompetitiveness;

' Evaluates the influence of digitalization on sectoral competitiveness;o ldentifies challenges to implementing digitalizationand precision agriculture;' Deverops and varidates a sector-specific digitarization strategy;' 
:J:ir?tes 

a stakeholder engagement strategy to acceterate digitatization in the

7. Critical Notes and euestions
The methodological section lacks sufficient argumentation in some parts of theresearch' The literature review is extensive and welr-a naryzed in the theoreticalsection' lt is recommended that the doctoral student pubrish more academic articresin high-impact journals to ensure broader recognition of their scientific contributionsboth in Bulgaria and internationally.

8. published Articles and Citations
The doctoral student has published three independent articles on thedissertation topic' meeting the minimum requirement for obtaining a doctoral degree:1' chervenkov' P' (2022)' Digitalizationprocesses in precision farming and theirrole in sectoral competitiv"nurr. Journal of Bio-based Marketing vol. 2,2022,pp. 59_75, tSSN 2683_0825

2' chervenkov' P' (2023)' lmpact of digitalization on the competitiveness of

H',1ffir:;f"j!',r"r. 
Journat of Bio-based Marketins vot 2,2023,pp 11_1e,



3' Chervenkov, P. (2023). Main determinants of demand for digital services in
viticulture. Journal of Bio-based Marketing vol. 2,2023, pp.21-2g, ISSN 26g3-
0825

CONCLUSION:
Based on the applied and well-chosen research methods, the correcfly

conducted analyses, and the conclusions drawn by the doctoral student, I believe
that the presented dissertation meets the requirements of the Law on the
Development of Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and the Regulations of
the Agricultural University. Therefore, I give a poslflVE evaluation.

I recommend that the esteemed Scientific Jury also votes in favor and r

Pavel Georgiev Chervenkov the educational and scientific degree Doctor
scientific specialty organization and Management of production.
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