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Assoc. Prof' Georgi Toskov, PhD,

,'Associate professor" irr rhe fie1d of higher education 3. Social, Economic and Legal Sciences,

professional field 3.E Ee onornics from the university of Food Technologies - Plovdiv, member

of the scientific jurl in rhe procedure for acquiring the PhD educational and scientific degree

by yordan Ivanov P.'niher,. appointed by ordeiof the Rector of AU - Plovdiv, RD-16-

518122.04.2025;
This evaluation is prepa|c'cl based on the submitted documents for the doctoral student Yordan

Ivanov penchev, inciLr.lipg a dissertation on the topic "Management of Supply Chains of

Agricultural products". an abstract of the dissertation, a list of publications, and a curriculum

vitae (CV).

I. Biographical Data
yordan Ivanov Penchcr $as born on March 20,1994. He is a Bulgarian citizen' He began his

education at the Vocatiopal Iligh School of Electrical Engineering and Electronics in Plovdiv'

where he studied tiom 1009 to 2013. He obtained a Bachelor's degree in "Management of

Regional Developmenr" fiom the Agricultural University, Plovdiv (2016-2020)' Subsequently,

he completed two Mastcr''s programs: "Agricultural Marketing" at the Agricultural University,

Plovdiv (2020-2021), and "Regional Se-curity" at Sofia University "St. Kliment ohridski"

(ZO2O-ZOZI). Currentlr. he is a doctoral student in the scientific specialty "Organization and

Management" at the Ag|icLrlturalUniversity, Plovdiv (from 2021 to present)'

Sincelebru ary 20,20 1-1" he has been working as a firefighter at the Ministry of Interior'

He possesses good cotrltlrrtnication and interpersonal skills, teamwork, conflict management

and resolution, negotiarion. and goal-setting tfittt. He has good digital skills, including working

with Microsoft Ofllce. internet, emails, slcial networks, and other software products' He is

proficient in English at lcvel B2lC1.
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II. Scientific Research \\/ork
The dissertation of Yorclan Penchev is dedicated to

agricultural products. 'Ihe volume of the dissertation is

a

a

a

the management of suPPlY chains of
134 pages with 13 tables and26 figures.

45 literary sources uerc ttsccl.

Aim and objectives of the dissertation: The aim of the research is to determine the integration

of agricultuial produccrs into the supply chains of agricultural products and its impact on the

results of economic rrctii it1.

To achieve this aim, the tbllowing objectives have been set:

. Clarifying the spccifics o1production structures in agriculture and business relations

a

a

with interrnecliarics in the sale of products.

clarifying the mc.chanism of opeiation of agricultural product supply chains'

Developing a rncthodology for studying agricultural product supply chains'

fdentifying the liictors diiermining the market status of agricultural producers in the

supply chain.
tOentifying the potential for shortening supply chains by agricultural producers'

Making ,Jco,-,',,,,.ndations for improving in. market status of farmers in the supply

chain.
. Developing a moclcl of the agricultural product supply chain'



-l

Subject and object of research: The object of research is agricultural holdings growing fruits

and vegetables in Southem Bulgaria. Thi subject of research is the management activities for

ftunri,ig, execution, ancl control of the sale of agricultural products.

Main research thesis: \,larketing managemeniof agricultural product supply chains leads to

an improvement in the lrarltet status of agricultural producers'

Research methodolog\,: ln conducting the research, a system approach, retrospective analysis'

situational analysis, co,rparative analysis, statistical methods (including Chi-square analysis)'

diagnostic analysis, prognostic analysis, etc., were applied. Qualitative and quantitative

methods, secondary clata alalysis, case siudy analysis, and- desk research were used' ln the

empirical analysis, a stratiflecl random sampling appioach and a two-stage control function were

used.

Contributions to theon' :rncl practice: The disser"tation contains the following more

significant contributorl icleas and solutions:
. The specif-rcs 0i production structures in agriculture and business relations with

intermediaries in tlte sale of products have been clarified.

. The mechanism o1'operationof agriculturalproduct supply chains has been clarified'

. A methodology tirr studying agriJultural product supply chains has been developed'

. The factors dlierminingthJmarket statui of agricuitural producers in_the supply chain

have been identitled. and recommendations foi its improvement have been made'

. The potential 1ol shortening supply chains by agricultural producers has been identified'

and a model fo*ianaging an agrilultural pioduct supply chain has been proposed'

III. List of Publicatiotts on the Topic
yordan Penchev is the author or co-author of the following publications related to the topic of

the dissertation:
. penchev, y. Disrr.ibution management of agricultural production. Joumal of Bio-based

Marketing' 2023. l\e 2.

.PENChCV,Y.F'L]NC]IIONINGOFAGRICULTURALSLJPPLYCHAINS'JOUTNAIOf
Bio-based Marke tirrg. 2025, Nl 1'

. penchev, Y. PRot:lLE On FARMERS IN SHORTENING SUPPLY CHAINS' Journal

of Bio-based Marlieting.2025, Ne 1'

. Penchev, Y.. Distribution management of agricultural production' Economics and

management of agricultwe' 2022, Ng 2'

IV. Critical Notes and Ilecommendations
Based on the analysis o1'rhe presented materials, it can be recommended to further develop and

promote the proposecl podel for managing agricultural product supply chains among

agricultural producers in BLrlgaria.

V. Conclusion
The dissertation of Yorclan Penchev represents an in-depth study of the management of supply

chains of agricultural p|oclucts in Bulgaria. The set goals and objectives have b-een achieved'

and the contributions made have both theoretical and practical -value'^ 
The developed

methodology and the pr.oposed supply chain management model can be useful for improving

the market status of agrie ultLtral producers'

The presented materials show that doctoral student Yordan Penchev has conducted independent'

scientific research that ureets the requirements fbr awarding the educational and scientific

degree "Doctor".
I believe that the disscrtatiol meets the requirements of the Law on the Development of the

Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and the Regulations of AU-Plovdiv for its



application, and based otr tlte presented materials for review, I give my POSITIVE evaluation

and recommend to the csteemed jury to award the PhD educational and scientific degree to

Yordan Ivanov Pencher'.
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