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of Prof. Viliana Marinova Vasileva, PhD. Institute of l.'oragc Crops * Plevcn, prolbssio'al flclci 6.1.
Crop Pfocltiction. scientific specialtv "Crop Prociuction". Member of the Scientific Jury appointed
pursuant to order No. 16-17114.01.2020 of the Rector of the Agricultural University - plovdiv,
Bulsaria

Concerning the conlpetition fi:r clccupation o1' the acadernic position '.Ilrolbssor,,. in the
proi-essional held 6.1. Crop Production, scientillc speciahy "Crop Procluclign".,'rnpoulcecl i' the
State Gazette No. 93 of I',loverulrer, 26,2A19 by the Agricultural University - plovdiv, Bulgaria

flandidate: Asstic. Prof. Hristolor Kirchev Kirchev, PhD lrom the Agricultural University -Plovdiv, Bulgaria

'l'he documer"rts submitted by the canciiclatc fi:r participation in the cotnpctition ntcet the
requirenents ancl proceciure lor occurpying the acadentic pitsition ol' "Pr.<ifbssor", detjnecl in the
Law on the Derreloptnent ol the Acadernic Staff in the Republic of Bulgar.ia (promulgated in the
State Gazette No' 38 of May 21,2010, its amendments and supplement;in the State Gazette No.
30 of April 3,2018),'l'he ll"ules firr its implenrentation (promutgateO in the State Gazette No. 75 of
September 24.2010" its amendments in the State Gazette No. o1'JLrlr,,. 6" l0lB) anil the procerlure
laid dor'iu in the Rules lbr the itnplenientation o1 the Larv on the Developmept ol'the Academic
Staff at the Agricultural Ljniversity'- Plovdiv (adopted at a meeting of the Acadcnric Cou'cil of tlie
Agricr-rltural L.lniversity * Piovdii, on April, 10.2012, nrociiflecl at a mecting of Academic Council
of Novernber.5,20lB). Ail documents. incl. the evidence are carel'ully arrringecl. I met with rhe'r
in cletail.

l. llricf introduction of'the applicanf.
In brief lbl Assoc. Prol" Hristolbr Kirchev. PhD, He graclLrateel in Agronourr, l}orn the

lliglier Agricultur:al Institute (now Agricr-rltural LJniversity) - PlovcliV in 199j, In l99j-1994 he
r.vorked as an Agronomist in an Agricultural cooperative in the villagc of Dr.rbovik, l)clbrich region"
In 1994-1996 lte waii ateacher in the Agricurltulal College. In 1996, alier rvinning a competiiion"
he entered the DobrLrclzha Agricr"rltr"rral Institute - Ceneral Toshevo as a Research assistalt. In 2002
he r.vas errroliecl at a PhD at the Agricultur:al Ljniversity - Plovcliv^ lle sr-rcccssfnll-y elefcnclc-c1 his
PhD thesis ancl was arvarcied the edr-rcational ancl scicntiflc dcglcc of"'PhilersoJrlrv i)octor" irr the
scientiljc specialty "Crop Production". hi 2006 hr" was appointed as ;r ssnior iissistapt. at the
Agricultural University - Plovclii,, where he passed the slages of career adi,ancemerlt. as follor,r,s:
Chief assistant - 2009, Associate prof-essor - 2012. 'l'eaching (lecturcs ancl cxercises in crop
pi'oduotiori disciplincs for f3ulgarian and f'oreign studcnts, training ol sturicnts anci Phl) stucionts)
and research ({ield trials perltirnrinu, publishing) are the nrain act.ivities of' rhe applicarrt. T'he
teachiug experieuce ol'Assoc. Prol. Hristolbr Kirchei,, PliD ilt the begirrrring ol'2020 is 13 vears.

2. Gcneral description of the scientific production.
.i\ssoc. Prof. Hristofix'Kirchev, PhD parlicipates in the cornpetition rvith a lotal number o1'

132 scientific iryorks. grouped as follor.vs: 1. Wclrks. covering the national rninirlurn scientometric
reclttirements for cbtaining the educational and scientific degree cif '"Philosophl Doctor'" - 9 issues
(.i0.6 points). all of rvlrich under ir"rdicakrr G8 of the ll.r"rles lbr thc inrplcnrcrrtation of rhc La."v 6n
the Developtnent o1'the Academic Stall in the Republic o1'Br-rlgaria - scientific publications
sLrbnritted iu non-rel'ereecl peer-reviewed jor:rnals or in edited collective vcilumes (nol1-peer-
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reviewed); 2' works, covering the national minimum scientometric requirements fbr occupation ofthe academic position "Associate Professor"-- 59 issues iigr.: points), 10 of which under indicator84 of the Rules for the implementation of the Law on th" Development of the Academic Staff inthe Republic of Bulgaria - papers and reports submitted in referenced and indexed issues in theworld-fbmous scientific information databases (llr fointsy (non-peer-reviewed), and. 49 issuesunder indicator G8 of the Rules for the implementation of the Law on the Development of theAcademic Staff in the Republic of Bulgada - scientific publications submitted in non-refereedpeer-reviewediournals or in edited collective volumes (200.3 points) (non-peer-reviewed).
The works with which the candidate participates in the ,ur.*t competition for theoccupation of the academic position "Professor", corlring the national minimum scientometricrequirements are as follows: monograph - 1 issue (indicator 83 of the Rules for the implementationof the Law on the Development or ttr" Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria - 100 points),papers and reports submitted in referenced and indexed issues in the world-famous scientificinformation databases - 1 issue (indicator D 7 of the Rules for the implementation of the Law onthe Development of the Acadernic staff in the nepubiic of Bulgaria - 15 points), scientificpublications submitted in non-refereed peer-reviewed journals or in edited collective volumes - 44issues (indicator G8 of the Rules for the implementul* or the Law on the Development of theAcademic staff in the Republic of Bulgaria - 188.6 points). The candidate also presents 7scientific-applied articles (do not form points;, 2 publishei university textbooks (E22 indicator ofthe Rules for the implementation of the Law or the Development of the Academic Staff in theRepublic of Bulgaria - 8 points), 3 published University study guides (823 indicator of the Rulesfor the implementation of the Law on the Developmeni or tfr. Academic Staff in the Republic ofBulgaria - 42.2 points) and 6 training programs issues - (do not lbrm points).
To prepare the statement, 46 scientific works are subject to analysis. Thus, the personalparticipation of the candidate in them is: single author in 8 issues (17.4%);first author - l3 issues(28'3%;); second author - l1 issues (23.9%);ihird and nexr author - 14 issues (30.4%).
The monograph is written on 112 pages and complies with the requirements of the Law onthe Development of the Academic staff in ihe Republic'of Bulgaria. lt is structured properly andthe triticale species are described in detail - from ifs creation to the cultivation in the practice, incl.varietal composition. The work is distinguished by its relevance and considerable both, theoretical

and practical application.
Scientific works (31 issues) have been published in the following scientific issues: Journalof Mountain Agriculture on the Balkans (6), Research Joumal of Agricultural Science (5), ScientiaAgriculturae (4), The Joumal of Management and Sustainable bevelopment (4), Agricultural

Sciences (2), International Journal for Research in Agricultural and Food bcien ce (2),one each atAdvanced Research in Life Sciences, Global Joumal Jf scientific Researches, International Joumalof Farming and Allied Sciences, Journal of Agricultural, Food and Environmental Sciences,
Bulgarian Journal of Crop Science, Science & Technologies, Scientific papers Series Management,
Economic Engineering in Agriculture and Rural Develof,ment; and in proceedings of international
conferences (14 issues). Of the 46 works, 31 issues, or al.+%are in English, 14 issues, or 30.4o/o inBulgarian, and 1 issue, or 2.2%o in Russian.

3. Teaching activity
Assoc' Prof' Hristofor Kirchev, PhD has 13 years of teaching experience at the Agricultural

University - Plovdiv, of which as assistant (3 years) and associat. lroft"ruo, (7 years). He teachesthe disciplines of "Crop Production", "Field Crops", "Tobacco production,, to ..Bachelor,, 
ando'Master" degree students in the specialty of Agiiculture, Zoo Engineering, Ecology andEnvironmental Protection, Agrarian EConomics and Aeribusiness.



Student employment training.
For the lastfive academic years (2014-2019), Assoc. prof. Hristofor Kirchev, phD hasdirect auditorium of lectures equated to exercises and extracurricular work lbr a total of 2953.ghours (379'3 - 783'0 hours)' The teaching activity is complemented by the supervision of threesuccessfully defended ?hD students (two of th.*-*ajor scientific srpe.uirorr, on" of them - onescientific supervisor). Currently, Assoc. Prof. Hristofor Kirchev, phD is the supervisor of four phD

students, three of them foreign students, who are in the process of training. In addition , 23 are thenumber of successfully graduated students under the supervision of Assoc. prof. Dr. HristoforKirchev, respectively "Bachelor" degree (13) and "Masteri degree (10) (2012-201g periods).
Study materials published.
Assoc' Prof. Hristofor Kirchev, PhD is the co-author of two published University textbookson Crop production_(20l3 and, 2019) and three University guides, respectively cereal crops - apractical guide (2017), Legume crops - a practical guide 1zotl1 and a Guide to crop production

Exercises (2019). They are valued ai a significant coitribution to the educational process.
Development of training programs.
Assoc. Prof' Hristofor Kirchev, PhD develops 6 training programs for the disciplines ,,Crop

Production", "Grain Production", "Field Crops;' for the 
-eduJationat 

qualification degrees"Bachelor" and "Master',, full-time and part-time education.

4. Research activities.
Areas of publication.
All research.is.lbcused on crop production with an emphasis on the study of biological and

economic characteristics and elements of the technology of netA crops. Logicaliy, crop priduction
is also a major area of publication by the applicant, *Ith -or" than i/3 oriire work being devoted
to lriticale' the importance of which is known. pther crops - the subject of studies, reJpectivelypublication of the results obtained are wheat, barley, winter oats, maize, sunflower, sorghum,
soybeans, coriander, basil and Kazanlak rose. TLe studies are methodologically prJperty
conducted, the experimental results from them were thoroughly and at a high scientihc level
discussed, to which the work of the applicant as a researcher before his teaching activity
contributed. He has also 7 scientific-popular articles published - part of his appheJ-orientei
activity.

Eight scientific-theoretical and nine scientific-applied contributions have been fbrmulated.
They accurately reflect the results of the studies carried-out and I fully accept the candidate,s report
prepared.

Citation and abstracting of scientific production.
The applicant and the results of his research are recognizableto the scientific community.

For participation in the competition, Assoc. Prof. Hristofor Kirchev, phD submits 43 citations,
almost 213 of them (28, or 65.1%) in scientific publications, submitted in referenced and indexed
issues in the world-famous scientific information databases (Scopus and Web of Science). The
cumulative Impact Factor (IF) is 52.165 according to InCites, Journal Citation Report - Clarivate
Analyics and Scopus Journal Ranking (SJR). This is also a serious cerlificate for the scientific
profile of Assoc. Prof. Hristofor Kirchev, phD.

The high project activity of the applicant should also be noted. He participates in 5
scientific projects' and in two of them, co-financed by the EU - as an academic mentor. In the"Mobility projects in the higher education and science", component 'oMobility of teachers,
researchers and administrative staff in the higher education and science", Assoc. prof. Hristofbr
Kirchev, PhD has passed a scientific specialiiation at the Norwegian University of Life Sciences.
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He has also participated in the project "Introduction of electronic distance learning forms at theAgricultural university - Plovdiv", as well as in the Global yield Gap Atlas project (firnded by theGates foundation)' This opportunity enriches the knowledge and contributes to enhancing histeaching skills and approaches

5. Remarks and Recommendations. I do not have.

6. Conclusion

The analysis- of the teaching, research, scientific-applied and publishing activities showsthat Assoc' Prof' Hristofor Kirchev Kirchev, PhD meets the requirements of the Law on theDevelopment of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria, the Rules for its implementation
and the Rules of the Agricultural University - ilovdiv for its implementation. He is the author of amonograph, author/co-author of 45 scientific publications, submitted in non-refereed peer-reviewed journals or in edited collective volumes. He co-authored two textbooks and three manualsfor practical training in the_scientific specialty in which the competition was announced. under hissupervision, three PhD students were awarded the educational and scientific degree of ,.philosophy
Doctor" and four are undergoing training. Assoc. Prof. Hristofor Kirchev, phD is recognizable inthe intemational research and scientific space, which is supported by the large number of citations.All of this convinced I give a positive assessment of his overall activity. 

-Arro.. prof. HristoforKirchev Kirchev' PhD is a contemporary University lecturer who provides high-level training inthe three educational degrees of "Bachelor", "Master" and "Philosophy Doctor,,. It contributes tothe provision of quality training of specialists in the agricultural sector, and thus to validate theAgricultural University - Plovdiv as the national centei of agricultural science and education inBulgaria' I venture to recommend to the honorable members oithe Scientific Jury also giving theirpositive assessment, and the Faculty council of the Faculty of Crop production at the AgriculturalUniversity - Plovdiv to elect Assoc. Prof. Hristofor Kirchev Kirchev, phD as a ,,professor,, in thescientific specialty "Crop production".

February, 8,2020.
Town of Pleven
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