
OPINION

Regarding: Competition for "professor" in the scientific specialty "Ecology and protection of
ecosystems", announced in State Gazette no. 62 of 21.07.2023 year with candidate - Assoc.prof.
Dr. Stefan Ivanov Shilev from the Department of "Microbiology and Environmental
Biotechnologies" at the Faculty of Plant Protection and Agroecology at the Agrarian University -
Plovdiv

The opinion was prepared by: Prof. Dr. Mariana Genova Doncheva - Boneva, higher
education area 4. Natural sciences, mathematics and informatics, professional direction 4.4.
Earth Sciences, scientific specialty "Ecology and Ecosystem Protection", designated as a member
of the scientific jury by Order No. RD-16-8981 25.09.2023 of the Rector of the Agricultural
University - Plovdiv.

L. Brief introduction of the candidate.

Assoc.Prof. Dr. Stefan Shilev was bom on 6.12.1973 in the city of Plovdiv. In 1996, he
graduated his higher education, majoring in "Agroengineering - Plant Protection" at the Higher
Agricultural Institute - Plovdiv. In 1998, he started working as an assistant at the Agricultural
University - Plovdiv. ln 2003, he obtained a scientific educational degree "doctor" at the
University of C6rdoba - Spain. From 2010 to the present, he is an associate professor in the
scientific specialty "Ecology and Ecosystem Protection" (Ecology of microorganisms) at the
Agrarian University - Plovdiv.

During separate periods, Associate Professor Shilev held other positions: 2012-2014 he was
Director of the "Ecology and Waste Management" Directorate in the Municipality of Plovdiv;
2014-2020 is the Director of Regional Environment and Water Inspection - Plovdiv; People's
representative in the 47th and 48th National Assembly of the Republic of Bulgaria.

Assoc.Prof. Shilev has completed several long-term specializations - one in Bulgaria (3 months
in 1998 at the Faculty of Biology of Sofia University "C1. Ohridski") and three 8 months at the
University of Cordoba - Spain: (1999-2000; 2007 with a scholarship from the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Spain; 2008 - under the PD-7 project of the Scientific Research Fund at the
Ministry of Education and Science (post-doctoral). ln 2002, he conducted a short-term
specialization under NATO in the Czech Republic. He participated in 3 training courses (2007,
2008 and 2009) related to waste management and reclamation of mining areas in Germany and
Italy. He was a lecturer in a training course 2007, Advanced Study Institute - NAIO:
"Uncertainty in environmental modeling and implications for political solutions", Croatia.

Assoc.Prof. Shilev actively participates in the activities of the Agrarian University as: member of
the Faculty Council of the Faculty of Plant Protection and Agroecology, Member of the
Academic Council ofAU-Plovdiv - 2007-2011 andfrom2020, Member of the Erasmus Program
Commission of Faculty of Plant Protection and Agroecology - from 2020, Member of the

Eligibility Commission under professional direction 4.4. - from2020, Member of the Governing
Board of the Center for Scientific Research, Technology Transfer and Protection of Intellectual

/



Property - from 2020, Member of the Temporary scientific Expert
Fund of scientific Research under professional direction 4.4. Earth
Chairman of the AU General Assembly - 2020-2021.
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3. Teaching activity.
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4. Scientific research activity.

Areas of publication

Assoc.Prof. Shilev's scientific research can be summarized in several

. Studies on soil contamination with heaw metals and their remedi

The aim is to limit the entry of toxic elements into agricultural crops.

. Studies on the role of certain microorganisms in improving yields in
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5. Notes and recommendations.

I have the following question for the candidate:

. Why do the list of publications in the competition for "
published after habilitation, while the list for the current competiti
published before the competition for " associate professor" (2010) ?

and the following notes:

. In the lists of publications both in the competition for "associate
competition, it would be more appropriate to arrange the scienti
publication, which will make it possible to more easily follow the
activitv.

. Contributions could be presented in a concrete and systematic m
introductory explanations, which would enable them to stand out with

6. Conclusion.

Based on the analysis of the pedagogical, scientific and
candidate. I believe that:

Assoc.Prof. Dr. Stefan Ivanov Shilev not only achieves, but also

requirements for all groups of indicators for acquiring the academic
teaching experience, significant scientific output, is well known and

bulgarian scientists and my assessment fully meets the requi
Development of the Academic Staff in Republic of Bulgaria,
Implementation of the Law on the Development of the A
University.

This gives me the reason to propose to the honorable Scientific Jury
Faculty Council of the Faculty of Plant Protection and Agroecology
Plovdiv to elect Assoc.Prof.Dr. Stefan Ivanov Shilev as "Professor"
"Ecology and Ecosystem Protection ", professional direction 4.4.Ea
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