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REVIEWv,..p1...^,96, rrh !;h,cr
Regarding the competition for "professor" in the scientific specialty"Economics and ylrg"rent (Agricuiture;,;, ,nnorn.ed in the state GazetteNo. 99 of 21'11.20 25 with candidate Rssoc . br"t. or. eoryan" r-yuo"rr"u"lvanova from the Department of EconTjgr atrhe Agricuttural University - plovdiv,

appointed according ts order No. RD-16-133/ za.6z.zoz6 of the Rector of theAgricurturar University - provdiv as a membei of the ,.i"nlint;ury
Reviewer: prof. Dr. lvan yochev Boevsky, New Burgarian University, sofia,3.0. "social, Economic.and Legar sciences'i d.b.; r"onomics,,, appointed as amember of the scientific jury by order ruo. no-to -1331 26.02.2026 0f the Rector of

the Agricultural University.
My opinion ygs dgveloped in compliance with the requirements of the Law on theAdministration of the Repubtic of Butgiria; t1e iegitations for its implementation, theAcademic Regutations 

.at the Agricu-lturai unirriJili, ptovdiv ana ii iomptiance with,,F_Xir;{{S!ttric criteria 3.d "Economics,, ro, ir'ouing the "riaiiii position of

1' General data on the candidate's career and thematic development.
Ms' Boryana Lyubcheva lvanova graduated from secondary education with amajor in Business Management, after which she received a professional qualificationin business and finance frot Th" college oi Nortr,-w"st London. H" ,r.."ssivelyacquired the oss "bachelor" and the os-s "masi"i;' in Agricultural Economics at theUniversity of Nationar and worrd Economy -'s;il;, and in 2oo7,she defended herdissertation on the topic "Agricultural cooperati;;; Bulgaria during the accession tothe European Union (devel-opment, adapiation and transformation),,and acquired theoNS "doctor" in Economics and Management (agricurture).
Her academic career began in 2001, when she won a competition for an assistantprofessor at the Departmeniof Economics of the Agrarian University. In 2004, shewas appointed as a senior assistant professor, 

"ni in 2ooz, she-became a chiefassistant professor' she obtained the 
"."o"rit f,olition or irro.irt" professor in2012' Assoc' Prof. Dr. 

. 
Boryana lvanova 

- 
prrtilip"t". in various national andinternational projects, publishel articles, ronobrrpiS 

"no 
reports, and participates insummer schools, qualification courses and scientific conferences.

In parallel with her academic development, Assoc. prof. lvanova holds variousadministrative and managembnt positioni - she *"r-tn" director orin" University,sEducational and lnformaiion cenier, f9r 2 terms, ,n" *". the vice-rector with thedepartment of "Academic Activities and nccreoitation'i, 
"no 

since 2o24she.has beenthe rector of the Agrarian University.

Assoc' Prof' lvanova has demonstrated consistent and sustainabte upwarddevelopment in her. academic, scientific researcn ina administratiii-r"r"gementactivities' The achieved results atre .conuincing aia bstify to high professionarcompetence' commitment and strate?!9.vi:i;;;-i"naitv appre'ciate hir overart activityand support the continuation and even intensificatioi'of her academic, scientific andm a n age ri al activities.
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In the competition for "professor" Assoc. Prof., Dr. Boryana lvanova participatedwith a totat output of 55 papers , grouped as follows:
* scientific pubrications in the nomencrature speciatty - 54,of which:

' Publications related to the doctoral disseftation - 4 r.ssues , which are notsubject to review.

' Publications related to the acquisition of the academic position of ,,associate
professo r" ' 17 r.ssues , whiih-are not subject to review.

- Publications not inctuded in the scientometric indicators , other than thosefor the acquisition of the oNS tdoc tor,, and Ao ;assocra te professor,, - 2issues .

- Publications subiect to analysis for the preparation of the opinion 3I items .t Textbooks - none presented.
.!. Study guides- 7 r.ssue,

31 items are subject to anarysis for the preparation of the opinion.
- Publications with impact factor_ l0 r.ssues;
' Publications in peer-reviewed and refereed scientific journals - 14 issues;
- Publications in non'refereed iournals with scientific review- 2 issues,.
- Pubrications in conference proceedings - none presented;
- Publications in books (chapters) - 4 issues (2 of them in woS CoreCollection);

-Monographs_lr.ssue.

The personal participation of Assoc. Prof. Dr. Boryana lvanova in the mentioned31 works is illustrated by the tacttihlt-a are inoepenolnt, in 5 she is the first, in 7 sheis the second, and in the remaining ts she is tnd-tnirJ and subsequent author.
I consider it partic-ularly necessary to emphasize that gg.g7%of the publicationsare in English' 

"i1l-8.'Z1% ?f {,q presented works are pubtished in editions indexedin the web' of science (-core) Coltection I 
"nolor 

5.lpr, , which is indicative of boththe presence of Assoc' Prof. bi. lu"noua in the international scientific space and thequality of the scientific output.
The report on compliance with the minimum nationaf requirements for area 3."Social, economic a.nd legal .ai"n."r", professionat oirection 3.g. Economics, inaccordance with the Law on the state Edutationat seru,ce of the Repub-lic of Bulgaria(Art' 2b) and the Regulations ror iis impl"r"ni"tion"inrt. ra, para. 1), shows that theresults of Assoc' Prof' Dr. lvanova are a total of 1i64.6s points wittr a requiredminimum of 550 g-oints, which represents an overachievemen t of 211.760/o. Thedistribution of poinis by categow 

"nl 
yo ouerac;;;;;""t is as fortows:
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PPZMS at AU-P.lovdiv, Appendix 1, items 13 and 14, sets additional criteria forawarding the academic position'of "proferroril n"r"lv a minimum of 5 citations inpublications with an impact factor oi impact rrnr 
"no 

a minimum of two defendeddoctoral candidates, of which at least one at tne ngricultural University. In accordancewith this' Assoc' Prof' Dr' lvanova has submittil-; reference for 27 citations inpublications with an impact factor or impact r.n[-"nJ a reference for two defendeddoctorar candidates, boih at the Agricurtur"t u;il;;,ty,

AII of the above as factual maleiat iy this point gives me reason to make thefollowing assessmen/.' Assoc. Prof. or. eiii[i"tr"non" meets all scientometricrequirements' both national and intra-rniu"isily.- ii" candidate presenfs scientificproduction and materiats e199e/ing the minimui naiionat and addiiional requirementsof the AU-ptovdiv, some of the indicators 
"u"i 

nv iibn
3' Main at".ls of the candidate's research work. Demonstrated skills or

:fl:'J![X::lj]:o' "n 
scientiric research (project manasement, externar run dins

The candidate's research activity is characterized by a clearly oulined thematicsequence and interdisciplinarity within tne riam-ework of agrarian economics andsustainable development' Based on the tfrrel;ilil;f *orks presented, severarmaindirections can be distinguished. 
- '

The first direction is related to the New Institutional Economy and thedevelopment of th-e coop"otiu" 
T9_d"! 

in.the agricultural sector. The researchcovers economic efficiency, ownership structure, g-ou"rn"nae mechanisms and therole of cooperatives in tire 
"onJition. of r"*Ei iransformation 

-ano 
European
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integration. Particurar attention is paid,",'fffrfiHJ,ffiT:il#ffffi1ffffi,""
environment, public support and the sustainability oi.oop"rrtive structures, including
gJi.""::ttext of the energy transition and tne oevetopment or i"n"*"bte energy

The second direction covers the bioecolomy and the circular transformationof the agricultural sector. This group of works #alyzes the theoretical foundationsof the bioeconomy, the sectoral fno iegionar olveropment potential in Bulgaria, theopportunities for production and utilizati-on oi oioma-ss, as well as the links betweenthe bioeconomy, green and circutar.economy. Metho.ds for assessing the potentialhave been developed and strategic r"""orr"nJ"tion, for the-oJvetopment ofbioeconomy sectors at the national and local levels r,"u" been formulated.
The third strand focuses on sustainable rural devefopment and agriculturalpolicy' including analysis of public instrument., oi=.t payments, the development ofsmall and semi-subsistence farms and the rrnciioning of .advisory and knowfedgetransfer systems (AKls). The research contribrGr io i better unoLrstanding of the

fif$:l liri":Y"T: Jn " 
i n stitution a I e nvi ron m e nt ln n ovation a n o com petitive.-ness or

The foufth area is related to climate rjsk9, adaptation and resilience of ruralecosystems' Here the candidate participates in lnt"loiscipfinary research based onscenario and multi-model analyses, assessing the impact oi crimaft change onagriculture, ecosystem services and regio,i"t- J"u"ropment, as we1 as theopportunities for adaptation poricies and invistments.-
The identifled areas of scientific interest are complemented by the candidate,sproject activities' The competition Jocuments present informatio; ;6"ri participationin 7 international and 1 national scientific 

"no 
dou""iional projects, with the candidatebeing the leader of one of the intlinational projects.

At this point in my review, /nyassess/n ent of the main directions in the candidate,sresearch work is,.extremely high, because i;i;;;, entirety, the directions ouline abraad interdisciplinary, suitaiiaote, togicaly ,iiuitir"a, ipgoa"i "ia scientificattyrecognizable profile of the candidate i', t1i"t iirii, ne focus falls on the economicand institutionat components of the agrarian transformation in tne ioiditions of greenand climate reorientation of business and the adaptation of its structures.

4' Assessment of the candidate's pedagogicat training and activities. Hisrole in the training of young scientists.' v-e--crr .Iartrrng anq a

Assoc. Prof:^?f, pow?|." Lyubcheva rvanova has been a tecturer at theDepartment of Economics br tn" Agricultural university - pfovdiv ;in;; 03.09.2001,
;:iJt 

of 01'01 '2026, her teaching experien." ,rounls to 24 years,3 months and 28

The submitted reference for educational employment shows that despite holding
:Lfi!|tfi:lf positions, tre canoioate has' 

"ii',i"u"o ,is;ir;;i educational
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_Durins the period 2021t2022 - 2u2sz1rfffiffififfiilffitrffffi}ffi,"or
Dr' Boryana lvanova amounts to 3584.2 houis, which meani an average annual
employment of 756.84 hours. This employment inctudes classroom and extracurricutar
employment, both in the Bachelor's and 

-[/aster's 
degree programs and with students

in the Master's degree programs.

Assoc. Prof. lvanova.works systematically and in the direction of training more
lig-htv. qualified personnbl, as evldenced by the work with the two successfullydefended doctoral students. In terms of thematic aspects, the doctoral students,dissertations gravitate towards economic growth and sustainable development, whichcorresponds to the scientific interests and professional competence olAssoc. prof.
lvanova.

The facts and circumsfances identified by me in point 4 undoubtedty show andprove that Assoc. Prof. Dr. Boryana lvano.va ias signiiicant and sustainabte teachingexperience, combined with a continuous high acade"mic workload. Her active work withstudents and doctoral candidates reflects iot onty profound professional competence,but also a clearly realized vision and operatioiany impiemented mission for theformation of a rising generation of scientific persoi'net and the development of theacademic community at the lJniversity of Plovdiv. / assess her activity as one that hasa lasting institutional..gffec! and signilicant impoftanie for the devetipient of scienceand practice. ln addition, I betieve that the p'resented resulfs rutty ciier and bui6 onthe regulatory requirements for teaching and tea,inig activities when occupying theacademic position of ,,professor,,.

5' Significance of the results obtained, proven by citations, publications inprestigious journals, awards, membersirip in international and nationalscientific bodies, etc.

The significance of the presented scientific production can be judged by the factthat out of a total of 31 publications, 26 o, bg.alw were pubfished in journalsreferenced in the prestigious databases scopus and web of science (corecollection)' 32'26%-of 
-tne 

publications are in joiirnars with an impal ractor and/orimpact rank, with 12.9% of the publication" oli.g in lournals that fall into the firstquartile ( O 1).

The assessment of the scientific community for the presented scientificproduction is illustrated by the interest of the community in the presenteo results.Indicative in this 
'"-g1d 

is ine presented reference of the citations. ln connection withthe proof of the fulfillment of the minimum national scientometric requirements,information is presented for 31 noted citations, oi *ni.r' 2g in scientific publications,referenced and indexed in world-renowned databases of scientific information and 3in monographs and collective volumes with scientific review. Thus, the presentedcitations generate 450 points in group D with 
" 

r"qrir"o minimum of 1'00 points.
Additional evidence of the quality and significance of the scientific output is theinformation from the lmpact Factor iReport 5t io*n"rs referenced and indexed inscoPUS and Web of Science, which contains citations of articles by Assoc. prof. Dr.Boryana Lyubcheva lvanova. lt shows that 1e ottne presented citations (5g.06%) are



The publication profile of Assoc. Prof. Dr. Boryana Lyubcheva lvanova identified
by me is characteriTed by the presence of articles'in first"quaftite (el) journals and asignificant share of pubtications in editions indexed in Scopus 

"iA 
W"n of Science.

Citations in iournals with an impact factor and a high quartip rank confirm the scientific
re.cognizability of the results. / assess the significance of the scientific production as
h.igh 

-and 
fully consistent with the requiremehts for hotding the academic position of"professoru.

6' Significance of contributions to science and practice. A motivatedanswer to the question of the extent to which the candidate has a clearlyoutlined profile of scientific research work;
Based on the overall analysis of the presented scientific production - articles inrefereed and indexed international publications, monographs and book chapters,studies, scientific reports and habilitation thesis - a cafugorical conclusion can bedrawn that the candidate has a clearly outlined, coisistenfly developed andscientifically substantiated profile of his research activity.
The research profile is concentrated in the field of agrarian economics,institutional analysis and the cooperative model, nioecon"omy ano circulartransformation of the agrarian sector, sustainable rural development and adaptationto climate change. The thematic sequence shows a logical evolution - from in-depthinstitutional and economic analysis of cooperative siruJr;;; agrarian policy,through conceptual and empirical research on the bi;;;;;;v,'io ini"roisciptinary

developments related to climate risk, sustainability and knowledge management inagrarian systems.

I. ORIGINAL CONTRIBUTIONS

original contributions stand o-ut most clearly in the developmegrt and adaptationof the bioeconomy concept to the Bulgarian contlxt, including 
"n "ir"..ment 

of thesectoraland regional potentialfor biomass production, an analysis of the prerequisitesand constraints to the development of bioeconomy'sectors and the formulation ofstrategic guidelines for their development. In tne fielO of the .oop"rrtiue model andenergy cooperatives, specific institutional and economic characteristics of theBulgarian environment have been highlighted in a comparative international context.ln research related to climate vulnera6ilit! and 
"o"piaiion 

of rural 
"r""r, 

in" candidateparticipates in the adaptation of global scenario mooels to the national and regionallevel and in the economic interpretation of the resutts obtained.
II. METHODOLOGICAL CONTRIBUTIONS

The methodological contributions are expressed in the application andcombination of institutionat analysis, econometric methods, spatial r"i-[ing, scenarioand multi-model assessments, as well_ as intejrateo approacher' io r""suringsustainability and ecosystem services.. Methodoiogies have been developed andapplied to assess the potential of the bioeconorv, io analyze the resource base ofrural areas and to study knowledge and advisory ilo*r within the AKIS framework.
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and ability to integrate economic, environmentat and institutional dimensions.

III. SCIENTIFIC CONTRIBUTIONS

The scientific (theoretical) contributions are related to enriching the
institutional analysis in the agrarian econom)4 conceptualizing the connections
between bioeconomy, circular economy and sustainable develo-pment, as well as
further developing the understanding of the role of public policies and cooperative
structures in the context of green transformation and climate'pressure.

IV. APPLIED CONTRIBUTIONS

- The applied contributions are significant and have direct relevance for the
formation of agricultural, regional and climate policies. The developments contain
reasoned recommendations on the distribution of public support, the development of
ruralareas, adaptation strategies to climate change, the stimulation of the bioeconomy
and the improvement of consulting and knowledge transfer systems. Some of the
results have been integrated into stiategic documents, expert reports and international
partnerships, which indicates real public and practical significance.

Based on the identified facts and circumstanceg / believe that the candidate
demonstrates a high degree of scientific maturity, a clearly structured research line, asustainable presence in the internationat scientific community and the abitity togenerate original, methodologlcally sound and practicalty applicibte resutts. The 6odyol wgrk iustifies my categorical conclusion in"t the candidate's contributions aresignificant both for the devetopment of agrarian economic science and for theimprovement of malagy!1ent and political iistruments, mechanisms, structures andpolicies in the sector' Therefore, they fulty meet the requirements for hotding the
academic position of "professor,,.

7. Critical notes and recommendations
I have no critical remarks. I would like to suggest to the candidate not to stop, buteven to accelerate the pace of work and obtiining results and soon invite us toparticipate in the jury for DOCTOR OF SCtENCES.

8. Personal impressions and opinion of the reviewer
For more than a quarter of a century, I have had the opportunity to direclyobserve the consistent and sustainable acidemic growth of Ms. lvanova. This long-term.perspective gives me reason to confidently stie that her professional path is theresult of purposefulness, thoroughness and p"i.eu"r"nce. Even in her student years,

she showed an abiding interestln the New institutional Economics and the issues ofcollective action ( coJ]eclve Action ). These are areas that are also significant for myown academic pursuits. They require a,high degree of analytical matuiity. Even then,she was distinguished by her stiiving forln-deftn unoerstanding, ratnei than formalacquisition of knowledge, which cleirly outlined her future scientific and academictrajectory.

In the following years, I could confidently state that she has established herselfas a lecturer with a clear conceptual framework, analytical precision ano a distinct



practicat orientation. For me, she is 
"n 

ors"ni#t.'ffiftHttrffi,;:iffi,f;:i,Hnr"
who approaches both scientific work 

"nJ 
th" """olri" community with respect. Ihighly value not, only her professional qualities, out also her personal integrity,responsibility and willingness to take on commitments and implement them precisely.I am convinced that she fully deserves the 

"."0"ri. growth she strives for.
CONCLUSION

Based on the analysis of the candidate's pedagogical, scientific and appliedscientific activities, I believe that Assoc. Prof. Dr.'Boryana Lyubcheva lvanova meetsthe requirements of the ZRASRB, ppznnsna 
"nJ'ih," 

Regulations of the Agrarianuniversity for its apptication, significantly 
"*.""jing the mandatory minimumscientometric indicators,.and the pr6sented froduction in terms of quality and thematicscope corresponds to the necessary professional levet for r'oroing il-'e academicposition of Professor of Economics and Management of Agriculture.

All this gives me reason to evaruate her overail activity posrflvEly.
I am pleased to propose to the esteemed scientific Jury to also vote positively,and the Faculty council of the Faculty of Economics at the Agricultural University -Plovdiv to elect Assoc. prof. Dr. Boryana Lyubcheva rvanova as ,,pRoFESsoR,,

in the scientific speciarty Economics ino ruanagement (Agricurture).
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REVIEWER:

(Prof, Dr. lvan Boevsky)

Date: 23.02.2026

Plovdiv


